CLARK ARNETT TAYLOR 
National Guard 1916-1917 


Dad lacked three months of being 19 when these letters begin. His parents lived in Tampa and he 
was in training near Jacksonville. These are faithfully transcribed by Judy beginning January ‘00, 
having been preserved by his mother, my mother, Arnett and Mibby. They aren’t “important” or 
“historic” letters, but they are ... Dad , even to the less than best spelling. Most letters were saved 
in their envelopes. Note variations in addresses and salutations. Postage was 2c; much writing 
was in pencil. In the “ fin al edition” here I combine his diary (Roman type) with his letters to his 
parents in italic. The diary has been in my possession for many years; the letters also may stay 
with me. 

Monday June 19 to July 16, 1916 - DIARY 

Hillsboro Guards were called out. I joined Monday night at 9:00 o’clock. Left Wednesday 21 
for Black Point [near Jacksonville, FL]. Arrived at Black Point June 22 at 9:00 A.M. We started 
drilling next day. Had physical examinations about a week later. I passed all right. Later had two 
doses of syrum injected into our arm for typhoid, neather made me sick. Have been sick one day 
and a haft. Went home on the night of July 15, 16. Spent a verry pleasant day with the folks on 
Sunday July the 16*. 

To Mrs. E. H. Taylor State Camp 

Tampa, Fla. June 25 

Dear Mother, 

I have a little time now so I will write to you. We have been kept pretty buisey every since 
we got here. We have not had to woork verry hard but enough to keep us from having much 
spare time. 

I have just been [here Mother inserted “Bless him - isn’t this unique?] ecknockquelated for 
typhoid and smallpocks. Several of the boys fainted before they ever put the needle in them, but 
I don’t think any of our co. did so. It did not hurt a bit when they injected it. My arm is a little 
sore now though. The doctor was out here this evening also to give me my examination for the 
insurance. I think if I go through many more examinations I will be able to pass for a regular 
iron man. 

I am getting along fine with my supinors. You may look for my name in the pappers with 
a hit [lieut=lieutenant] before it. 

Mr. And Mrs. Pendleton and Stewart were out here this evening. I was real glad to see 
them. Mrs. Pendleton said she would go out to see you as soon as she got back to Tampa. 

There are a whole lot of the boys who complain about what they are geting to eat, but 
they are mostley those that when they are at home have to bum what they get. We have about 
130 in Co. G & 150 in Co. H, and are looking for more from Tampa pretty soon. There are 
over one thousand in camp at present. I suppose we will .start target practice tomorrow. 

It is hard to tell whether we will go to the border or not. 

I might send for my camera before long, if Ifind 1 can get it to Mexico alright. 

We have some pretty bad fellows in I Co., but I have found some pretty nice fellows that I go 
with. I have not had anything to do with the others except to speak to them. I turned my money 
over to the P’ Sarg. Some fellows have been trying every since we got to camp to go to Jak, but I 



don’t think I will go. 

Well must close for supper. Just finished supper so will give you a list of eats. Navy 
beans, baked potatoes, pork, bread and baked apples. I think that is pretty good for feading 130 
men. 

I got a letter from Sarah yesterday, she seemed to feel pretty bad, but said she was proud 
that I did so. 

Well it is pretty dark now, will Mrite just as soon as I get another chance. 

Your loving son, 

Arnett 

love to all. 

I am sorry to say but someone relieved me of my pen. May get it back yet. 

A.T. 


To Mr. E. H. Taylor 
Tampa, Fla. 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association Tent 
State Military Camp Grounds, Black Point, Fla 

June 27, ‘16 

Dear Dad, 

Received Mother’s letter to day, and you letter and medicin yesterday. Was mighty glad 
to get them all. 

We have been expecting to leave for the front all day, but did not get off. We may leave at 
any minute noM>. 1 have been picked as one of the first to go. We have almost all of our 
equipment now. 

You and Mother seem to think that we have to work mighty hard, but the change seems to 
be doing me good. I have gained about two lbs since I got here. I love the change and the out of 
doors. 

Much oblidge for the tribune the other day, but we get the Tampa papers up here in camp 

free. 

Hope you will be able to get the auto. I know it will he good for you all. 

Well as it is about time for taps I must be getting back to camp. The Y.M.C.A. is just a 
little ways from headquarters. 

Love to all. 

Good night 
Arnett 

To Mrs. E. H. Taylor Florida State YMCA Tent 

Tampa, Fla State Military Camp Grounds 

Black Point, Fla. 

June 30, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

We have just finished a pretty stiff drill. We started at 6:30 and finished at 11:00 o ’clock. 
We were carrying our guns most of that time.^ Bill Jnore (?) was made Corp. the other day. I 


^Mother, Mary Arnett Taylor, was a pacifist. This talk must have hurt. 



don’t think I will get a chanch at that for a while yet as 1 have had no expereance in military 
drills before. I have gotten it down pat since I have been here. 1 would not take any thing for the 
expereance I have already gotten here. 

It is no telling when we will leave for the front. Our shoes and other things are here now 
and I would not be supprised to get orders to moove at any time now. Of cource things may 
change in Mexico and we may be in Tampa by this time next week. It is costing the state quite a 
sum to keep this many men in camp. The state pays us off tomorrow. Then we are put on the 
Federal pay role. 

There are about twenty-five or thirty men from Co. G that will be back in Tampa pretty 
soon because they could not pass the physical examination. I sure feel sorry for them, it sure will 
be hard on them. I sure would hate to be in their places. I passed verry well got 22-20 on my 
eyes, perfect heart beat, perfect on my lungs & hearing, four and one-half inches chest expansion, 
and had gained a little over one pound. I also passed the examination alright that the Dr. gave 
me for my life insurance. Leut. Hilbern was verry nice about helping me to get it fixed up. I have 
not had a bit of trouble with any of my officers. 

The “Y" here is sure verry popular, they furnish writing material and have several large 
tables and some magazines and a victrola - it is not half as good as ours. 

We have had a verry nice little shower since I started this letter. It has rained nearly 
every day for almost a week, but as the tents are good it has not worried us verry much. 

I wish Dad would send me my camera and a pack of films. Then I will have it if I should 
go to Mexico. I got the pictures alright the other day - was verry glad to get them. 

Well as it is dinner time I had better close. 

Love to all. 

From your loving son 
Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor Black Point, Fla. 

Tampa, Fla. July 6, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

I got Dad’s letter to day at noon, and also one from Sarah. Was mighty glad to hear from 
both. I wish you could get over the stifeness in your nees. I think that riding around in the 
machine will help you some. Wish you and the rest of the family could drive up here, but I guess 
that would be to far. I hope Dad gets along alright if he goes to Plant City. 

Well I am sorry to say that the letter caught me a little under the weather. But I feel better 
now. I think it was just one of my old spells. I went to bed at noon yesterday and haven’t done 
any thing since.^ All of the officers have been doing every thing they could for me. To day one 
of them even got me my dinner from the Majors table. And of course that was better than the 
boys here had. The first Sargent was in just a few minutes agoe and told me to take it just as easy 
as I could and call on him for any thing I wanted. So don’t be uneasey for I will get along 
alright. 

How was the 4‘^ in Tampa? It was mighty dull here. We had a dress parade in the 
evening. You should have seen old companie G she sure did herself proud. It prommices to be 


^ Mother suffered recurring rheumatoid arthritis from childhood. What his “old spells” 
were is not known. 



the best in the regiment. Yesterday we had a battalion parade and the Mayjor sent word that Co 
G was the best on the grounds. That’s going some I think. 

Well they are getting ready to give us our new suits and other equipment. We get two 
suits, one sweater, tH’O blankets, one shelter half one haver sack, mes kit and a few other things. 

Well there are a good many boys that feel pretty bad. Those that have to go back to 
Tampa. I certainly am glad that I did not have to come back. I never would have heard the last 
of it. 

Tell Dad that I have not had any shooting yet. But have been getting along fine in my 
other drills. We have a pretty good corp. for our squad. I am in the rear rank hut am left pivot 
man for our squad. They have not picked all of the corp. yet. There will be eight or ten more 
when the rest of the fellows have gotten their guns. I never had to be called down by any of the 
officers and 1 think that goes for a whole lot. 

I have not gotten a chanch to use my camera yet but will try to send you some pictures 
before long. The first sargent is keeping it for me so it will be safe. 

We have some shower baths up here but about the time you get under one and get all 
soaped up, then the water goes off and we have to get the soap off the best we can. 

Well you must hurry up and get better so you can enjoy the machine^ more. Excuse 
writing for I am still on my cot. Lots of love for every body. 

Your Soldier, 

Arnett 


To Mr. E. H. Taylor 
Tampa, Fla. 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters, State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Fla 

July 8, ‘16 


Dear Dad, 

I will MTite again today as I did not get to mail the letter I wrote yesterday. I did not have 
any stamp and could not get any untill to night. I managed to get three. 

Well J have been working pretty hard today. 1 have been a “Kitchen Police ” all day. I 
guess you know what that means alright. 

We got our shooes and I got a new shirt, three pair of under close four pair of socks this 
evening. We will get the rest later. We have not gotten our pay yet, but as I still have plenty I am 
not woring. Some of the companies seem to think that they will leave for Mexico Monday, but I 
Son’t think they will, for we have been told that none of the companies will leave here untill the 
whole regiment can go. 

I took two pictures around camp today. One of them we are going to try to get into the 
“Tribune. ” I think I will be able to make a little money off some of the pictures because a lot of 
the boys want them. I will charge them ten cents a piece. I don’t think that will he to much. 

I have not gotten to do any target practis yet. But 1 feel like I can do pretty well if I get a 
chanch. 


Twishyou all could take a run up here in the machine hut I guess it would be to much for 


* Commori^ference in those days for a car. 



Mother. 

Tell Mother that if she wants to send me some thing that she might send something to eat. 
A little cake or something like that would go pretty good. Not saying that I don’t get enough to 
eat here, because I get all that I could handle. 

Well as it is bedtime I guess I had better close. 

Love to all 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 
Tampa, Fla. 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association Tent 
State Military Camp Grounds 
Black Point, Fla 

July 11, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

How are you feeling tonight I wonder? I hope you are a lot better. I am feeling fine. I 
had my second shot for typhoid yesterday as I was sick the day the rest of the fellows got theirs. 
Neather dose has made me the least bit sick. 

Well I got a branew gun today and a little more equipment. I took some pictures yester¬ 
day and think 1 will he able to send you some of them by the last of this week. 

We started what is called galery target practis today. I did not get to shoot today so 
suppose I will tomorrow. 

We have not gotten payed off by the state yet. They are about a week behind time. I still 
have most of the money left that I came up here with. But I had rather keep that here in case of 
an emergency and send my pay home. I do not believe we will be away from home verry much 
longer now. We never can tell thoe what is going to happen. For we never can tell much here. 

How is the Overland [the car] getting along. Sure hope you don’t have any trouble with it. 
I haven’t seen any thing of the box yet. Hope it gets here before long. Am a little hungry 
for some good old home cooking. Although they are giving us some pretty wholesome food now. 

I got a mighty nice letter from Sarah this morning. She says that she is pretty lonesome. 
Well must close and get a little rest before tomorrow. With love to all 

Your loving son 
Arnett 

Included here are two carbon copies sent to Arnett from his father. [Yes, there were typewriters 
“in those days!”] They are both dated July 13, 1916. 

Dear Arnett: 

Mother suggested that you might be able to get leave for one day to come home, so I am 
enclosing a letter which you could show first to Seargent Madden and then to Captain Harrison. 

Should not t hin k there would be any objection to your getting off for a day under the cir¬ 
cumstances. Of course the oflBcers would not want all the men leaving without some good reason 
but as Mother is not well, I believe there would be no objection to your coming. 

It would be much better for you to come home for a day than for us to try to come up 
there. It would be out of the question for Mother to go there now as the trip would be too much 
for her. 



Just as soon as you get this letter, take up the question of getting the leave. If you come 
you can catch the Atlantic Coast Line train Saturday night, get in the sleeper and get here the next 
morning. 

Do hope you can come, for we are aU so anxious to see you. 

Affectionately, 

Dad 


Dear Arnett; 

We are all very anxious to see you and Mother would come up if possible but she is not 
well enough to do so. I eannot get away either on account of her condition. 

Do you suppose you could get leave for one day? You could come down Saturday night, 
arriving here Sunday morning and, leaving here Sunday night would be back in camp Monday 
morning. 

Ask Captain Harrison if you can get leave to do this. I know he will let you off if he can do 
so without upsetting discipline. 

Would not suggest this if Mother was not sick for, if she was well enough, we would come 
up to see you. 

If you find that you can get off for Sunday write by return mail so we will know what to 
expect. I would meet you Sunday morning in the car. 

Hoping you can come I am, 

Your affectionate Dad. 


July 17-DIARY 

Got back to camp this morning at 9:30 A.M. after a pleasant day yesterday with the folks in 
Tampa. Got the third, and last injection in my arm at ten o’cloek this morning. Went out to drill 
this evening. Am preparing to eat supper now. Finished supper and went on guard at six thirty 
untill nine thirty P.M. Good night. 

Another inclusion, this time from Sarah McIntosh to Mrs. E.H. Taylor, written from 1220 Bull St. 
in Columbia where she was visiting family. 

July 17, 1916 

Dearest Mrs. Taylor, 

I’m awfully ashamed of myselffor not answering your nice letter sooner but I won’t make 
any excuses. 

Arnett’s letter this morning said that you were sick and wanted to see him. Oh, Mrs. 
Taylor, I hope you aren ’t going to be very sick but will be all right as far as possible when this 
reaches you and that the rheumatism will be lots better. I hope Arnett was able to get off to see 
you yesterday. 1 brow you all were delighted to get the car for I know how you ’ve wanted one so 
long. 

We are expecting to spend a month with Aunt Mamie and Em beginning the first ofAug¬ 
ust and we will be in Tampa the first of Sept. We are counting the days now until Sister’s return - 
only thirteen more. Mother is still going to the college; you cannot imagine what a Godsend that 



institution has been to her and us in occupying her mind.* She is giving me a lesson in French 
every night now. 

Yesterday we went on a beautiful ride through the country. The day was lovely and we 
were gone three hours. 

I am busy making under clothes for Polly [9+ years old] and keeping house, what little 
there is of it. Please thank Mr. Taylor for forM’arding that letter to us and tell Martha and 
Edmund I may write to them if I can find time between letters to their big brother. The papers 
here are very optimistic concerning the Mexican situation and I pray eveiy night that our boys 
won’t have to go to war. Arnett sent me a couple of kodaks of the camp and the soldiers and has 
promised me some more. 

There has been so much rain here recently that the Kongaree river is flooding its banks 
and causing a great deal of anxiety. Reports from Tampa say it is very warm there; I hope for 
your sake that it will rain soon and cool things off. 

Polly is playing paper dolls and I know she’d like Martha to play with; all the children in 
this neighborhood are so young. 

Emme sends her love to you as does Mother with just lots _ ? _ in for you all from 

Sarah 


July 18 - DIARY 

Up at the regular time this morning which is four thirty, had breakfast as usual which consisted of a 
little stew, two slice of bread with enough syrup just to make a feller want more, and a little coffee. 
Went out to drill at six thirty, and came in at eleven A.M. Got a letter from the finest Girl in the 
U.S. Had dinner at the camp cantine. No drill to speak of this evening. Supper at six thirty verry 
good. Wrote a letter home and three post cards to friends. Preparing to turn in for a good night’s 
rest. End of another day. 


July 19 - DIARY 

Another day almost gone, breakfast at the same old time. Then a nice twelve mile hike. Back at 
eleven o’clock with a few that had to take to the wagons to get back. Dinner at the canteen for a 
change. Washed out about a week’s washing. Had an awful rain this evening, so did not have to 
drill. It is quarter past four now, and the .sun is shining bright now. We are aU having a great time 
now teasing one of the boys. Supper over and a batillion parade in which Co. G did not make a 
verry hig success. Went over to the Y.M.C.A. tonight to write some letters. Going to bed now. 
Good night. 


To Mr. E. H. Taylor 
Tampa, Fla. 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association Tent 
State Military Camp Grounds 
Black Point, Fla 


Dear Dad, 


July 19, ‘16 


* Sarah’s father had committed suicide 30 May 1916 leaving wife and daughters in 
financial straits. 



What is the trouble in Tampa. I haven’t heard from you all since I got hack here any of 
you sick? We had a twelve mile hike today. It was all through the woods. Several of the fellows 
from our companie fell out but most of us managed to stay with them. The whole reg. went. 

We did not have verry much to carry in our haver sack so I got Sarg. Madden to let me 
take my camera. I got a couple ofpretty good pictures 1 think. I am going to send the films to 
you, and let you have them developed for me. Just get one each printed for me and number them 
so the ones I want I can just write you the numbers I want & how many of each. 

Are they recruting verry fast in Tampa. 

We sure are having some rain here this evening. Just as we got ready to go out on the feel 
for drill it started. And now it is poring. The hardest since we have been here. We haven’t put a 
trench around the tent yet and now the water is about to come all under the tent. I had just 
washed some clothes and they were almost dry. They are getting their second bath now. 

One of the boys just now had his wooden tent pegs under his cot, an they were all wet. 

One of the fellows told him they would get rusty under there in the water, so he proceded to take 
them all out and dry them off. 

Will send the films tonight if 1 can. 

Your son 

Arnett 


July 20 - DIARY 

Nothing particular happened today. Had a verry easy drill this morning. Did not hear from home 
today which makes four days since I have heard. Did not get a letter from Princis [refers to Sarah 
McIntosh], don’t know what is the matter in that quarter eather. Another easy drill this evening. 
Watched the first batillion in their target practis most of the time. Signed up for some more 
clothes tonight have got more than I can take care of now. Ecinomical Drug Store sent each 
fellow a cake of soap. We wiU make good use of it. Also had some cigars sent to us from 
Stackleburg (?). Co. G is getting along fine. This ends another day. 

July 21 - DIARY 

Was awake at 3 A.M. had been awake most of the night. Have been just barely out of bed. Had 
target practis all day. Shot part of the time in the rain. Ate verry little dinner because I did not feel 
like eating more. Went out after dinner and continued shooting. At dark we had shot all but five 
shots, which we wiU shoot in the morning. Am still in the running. Got a letter from Princis - the 
first in three days. Could not answer it last night. Did not have any light. Am going to bed early. 
Adue. 

July 22 - DIARY 

Just did get up this morning in time for reveley. Had a fine night’s rest. Feel like a two year old 
this morning. Went out to the range and finished up my instruction cource. I qualified aU right. 
WiU shoot for meddles next week. Have not had any thing to do aU day since eight o’clock A.M. 
Wrote Princis an eight page letter. And slept all afternoon as we have Sat. evenings to do our 
washing. I had already done mine so was free. Stood retreat at six o’clock P.M. Supper 
consisted of spoUed meat and a bad potato, a cup of fairley good coffee and a sUce of bread. I did 
not eat verry much. Have no letters to write so am rather lost. Will go to bed before long. 

Buenos notches. 



July 23 - DIARY 

Sunday morning & bright and pretty. We did not have to get up untill a half hour later. I got up at 
four o’clock and took a nice cool bath. We had a verry nice breakfast and then had inspection of 
arms at nine A.M. Then Bill Moore, Harold Popeham [?] and my self went over behind the targets 
and picked up some bullets. Got back just in time for dinner which was verry good. Walked 
around all evening. Had a reg. parade at 5:30 P.M. Went over to the post after supper. Went to 
bed at nine thirty. 

July 24 - DIARY 

The same old time saw us out of bed and husteling. After breakfast we went out to a batillion drill, 
and oh! Such a drill. We started out from 6:30 A.M. till 11:00 A.M. When we came in we got 
some more new clothes. The ones I got did not fit so I will have to change them. It rained aU 
evening so we did not have to drill. 

July 25 - DIARY 

Nothing particular today. We had a drill this morning but it was not hard. We were vaxinated for 
small pox this evening. Not much to that thoe. Did not have to drill this evening. Had a pretty 
good supper. Went to bed rather earley. This is written in bed. Good night. 

July 26 - DIARY 

Up about the same old time. The sky was overhung by clouds. Went out to target practis right 
after breakfast. At least we went out to shoot for record. I made sharpshooter. Shot most of the 
time in the rain. Got mighty wet. But that is a part of a soldier’s life. Came in to a good supper. 
Was so tired I went to bed as soon as supper was over. Fare well for this time. 

To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 
Tampa, Fla. 

Black Point, Fla 
July 26, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

Please excuse me for not M>riting sooner. But I have sure been busey. 

I was sure glad to get the pictures. 1 want to get a good many more of some of them. I 
will have to send you the money later, as the hoys cant pay me untill pay day. I want 9 of no. 12, 
6 of no. 4, 12 of no. 1, 2 of no. 8, 1 of no. 13, 6 of no. 10. I numbered the one of Caranza 13. 

We got some new clothes the other day. But have not been able to ware any yet because 
they donot fit. 

I am some nice and wet now. I have been shooting all day. Half of it was done in the 
rain. Well I am a sharp shooter now. I qualified today I made a 197 out of a possible 250. Not 
so bad for the first time 1 have shot for reckord. If I get a chanch I believe I can make a expert. 
Well I get 3 more dollars on my pay. 

1 am all wet now so I think 1 had better go to bed. 1 will try to write tomorrow night again. 

Your loving son 
Arnett 



July 27 - DIARY 

Up earley again this morning. Went out for a few war manuvers this morning. I acted as an 
outpost for the supposed enemy. Did not have much to do thoe. Had a good dinner. Did not get 
a letter from Princis sure hope I wiU get one tomorrow. Had a batUlion drill this evening. Nothing 
much since then. Could not write tonight because I did not have any paper. Am going to bed 
earley in self defence. 

July 28 - DIARY 

Slept as long as I could this morning without being late. When I got up I rolled my blanket and 
made ready for a hike. Had a rather poor breakfast to take a hike on, a little piece of bacon, a little 
grits and some bread and coffee. Started out at 6:30 A.M. and made a fifteen mile hike and was in 
camp at eleven thirty A.M. We had a verry nice time enjoying the sight of some nice paires that 
we would have liked to had. After dinner we pitched out puppy tents for a good while, then I 
came in and had a nice shower bath. The same old things happened after that except that I got a 
verry much looked for letter from Princis. And answered it after supper. Nine o’clock and time I 
was in bed. Good night. 

July 29 - August 6 - DIARY 

Nothing particular has happened during this time. My Fartha and brother were up to spend the 
day with me. I have gotten several verry nice letters from Princis. [continued on August 6] 

To Mr. E.H. Taylor Jr. 

Letterhead; Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters 
State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 
July 30, ‘16 

Dear Brother, 

I will just write you a short note before taps. If you are intending to come up here you 
had better come not later than Fri. That is spend the day of Friday here in camp. I am not sure 
wheather I can get off all the time you are here or not. You will have to go on into Jax. I suppose 
and come out to Ortega on the car and from there to camp in an auto. The car fare is five cents 
and the auto 25c making 60c for the round trip. When you get here go to Co. G and if I’m not 
there just wait around till I come in or find out where I am and look for me.. 

Tell Martha that I have not seen the candy she said she was going to send me. One of the 
boys that I go with had a box sent him the other day made by his little sister. It sure was good to. 
How are all of the folks. When was Laura to come up this way? It looks to me like Marguer- ite 
might stop over for a little while. Well as it is about time for taps I had better close. 

With love to all, Arnett [He has his pen back.] 

To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 

Aug., 4, 16 



Dear Mother, 

I intended to write you last night but did not get to it. I am on the kitchen again today, so 
did not have to drill. 

We have not gotten rid of all the box yet. I still have some cake left. We have all enjoyed 
the things. I gave all of the boys around something to eat. Tell Ruth and Evelin that I sure 
enjoyed the candy, and will try to write them a letter soon. Also thank Allene and Hellen for me. 1 
wnll also try to drop them a card before long. And also Miss Carrie. 

I sure wish you could have been up here with Dad, and Edmund. 1 was mighty glad to see 
them. Am glad to hear that you are improving. I hope you will soon be well. 

When are you and Martha going to Green Springs? I hope the trip will do you a lot of 

good. 

It dosent look verry much as if we were going to leave here verry soon. There are so many 
different reports around that you can never tell what to believe. 

Several of the boys are having awfull times with their vaxinations. My arm hasent given 
me any trouble at all I don’t think you could even tell where I was vaxinated. 

Tell Dad not to forget to get that pennant for me, and to send it on to Sarah. Tell her I 
could not get one here so I had him get it for me. Her address now is 910 Barnwell St. I told her 
not to write me again untill after Sat. 

I don’t know just when we are going to get payed off. So Dad can just take it out of the 
Bank. I think it will cost about $2.00 or more probley, but don’t get a cheap looking one. 

Watch for the camp pictures, in the mooving pictures. I don’t know when they will be 

there. 

We are supposed to have a few more Tampa people out here today. I don’t know 
wheather I will know any of them or not. 

We sure had some rain yesterday it came verry near flooding every thing. 

Well write me and tell me every thing that is going on. 

Your loving son 
Arnett 


August 6 - DIARY 

[con’t] Was sick yesterday Aug. 5*. But am on my feet today, and feel much better. Had an 
awfull rain last night everything in camp got pretty wet. It is raining in torrents now. But am able 
to keep most of the things dry. We go on guard tonight and come off at four tomorrow evening. 
Were supposed to leave here for Mexico yesterday don’t know when we will leave. I hope now 
that we will stay here till the first of Sept. Princis will be thrue here about that time. Will try to 
write down the happenings each day. 

August 7 - DIARY 

We went on guard last night at six o’clock. I was posted at the warehouse. Had two times on that 
night. Came off guard at six this morning and had breakfast. Guarded prisoners all morning while 
they cleaned up around camp. Did not have verry much to do after dinner. Rained most all after¬ 
noon. We were relieved at five this evening. Went to bed pretty soon after supper. Adeu. 

August 8 - DIARY 

Nothing particular for today. The same old roteine of drill and meales. The eats were unusually 



good. We put a floor in our tent so we could get rid of a little of the dirt. It looks more like a 
place to live now. Good night for this time. 

August 9 - DIARY 

Another day spent in Black Point. We started out by having a verry nice drill this morning. The 
officers are getting much easyer on us. We drill about 15 or 20 minutes and rest an hour. No one 
is taking the interest in things they use to. Alass we received our long waited money this evening. 
There were several to leave camp with out permission tonight and go to Jax. I am afraid they will 
catch it in the morning. I sent $10.00 of my pay home. I think that is the best place for it. I also 
got a much looked for letter from Princis. Well I must seek my couch of down. Aden. 


To Mr. E. H. Taylor Jr. 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 

Aug. 9, 16 

Dear Brother, 

Am mighty sorry to hear that you have been sick. I hope you will soon be alright again. 

It is mighty hot here now. But we have to drill Just as hard as ever. 

We have put a floor in our tent, and it sure helps things to. You can put your feet down 
now without getting them all dirty, and full of sand. It also makes the tent much higher than it 
was and cooler. 

I got a letter from Sarah this morning, sure was glad to hear from her to. I have told her 
that Dad was going to send her something from Tampa. She is anxious to know what it is now. I 
had rather you would send it to her, because I don't know when she will be home. Marie Bryan is 
up there now and they are having quite a nice time together. 

I think I will send some money home tomorrow or next day. Hurray!! I had to stop for 
dinner and before I had a chanch to write any more they hollered at us to fall in and get our pay. 
So I will send $10.00 home now andprobley some more later. $15.00 a month seems rather 
small but I am able to save more at that than I did in Tampa. 

Well I must close and write Ruth a note. Hope you will soon be well. Give my love to all 
the folks 

Your Brother 
Arnett 


August 10 - DIARY 

Another day dawned bright and fair, but hot. We went out for al httle Batillion drill, and then went 
out in the woods for a little outpost duty. Not much work to it. Came in and wrote a letter to 
Princis. No drill at all this evening. We went out in the woods for about half an hour but just sat 
down and talked untill the rain ran us in. The floors in the tents are a great thing. The boys that 
slipped off last night, got off easyer than I expected. They will have to go two weeks without pass 
and a little more duty. Am over at the “Y” now. Will go to bed pretty soon. Buenos notches 



Aug. 11 to 13 - DIARY 

Nothing has happened out of the ordinary. We had a 16-1 /8 mile hike Friday 11. We all got back 
all O.K. Did not have any drill that evening. A little drill Sat. morning. Washed clothes Sat. 
evening am a regular washer woman. Had inspection of quarters Sun. morning. Took pictures 
Sun. evening. 


To Mr. E. H. Taylor 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 
Aug. 13, 16 

Dear Dad, 

I suppose you have already heard of the old rumor being our again, that we will leave for 
Texas the last of this week. It is hard to tell thoe what we shall do as they have changed their 
minds so many times already. 

How are all of the folks getting along. Is Edmund well yet? 

Harold Pop ham is coming to Tampa Tues. He is bringing one of the films. We took a 
good many pictures this evening of different camp scenes. I hope they will be good. If they are 
not ready by the time we leave here. Will you please send a set of them to Sarah. Take the money 
for these and the ones before and also the pennant out of the money I have sent home. Did you 
get the last $10.001 sent you? 

We had an awfull big perad this evening. I am acting Corp. of one of the squads now. 

How is the machine getting along? Hope you are not having any trouble with it. 

Must close for this time as it is about time for taps. 

Your son 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Letterhead; Florida State Young Men’s Christian Assoeiation 
Headquarters State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 

Aug. 16, 16 

Dear Mother, 

You don’t seem to like it a bit when you don Y hear from me for three or four days. But 
what about me not hearing from you for four or five days? To day is the first time I have had a 
letter from any of you since Fri. 

I have had some special work to do lately to. I was put in charge of a new squad yester¬ 
day, hut was not given any stripes. There are two or three corps to be made pretty soon also one 
sgt. And sixteen pvt. We have been issued a surpluss kit bag and a few other things. I have also 
been doing some work for the last two days that the artifiser [?] is supposed to do. But as he mad 
a pretty bad mess of it I got the job. Had to stencil eighty some odd identification tags. They are 
about the size of a half dollar. I had to put the name, rank, co., reg., and what branch of the 
army we belonged to. I sure was some tired when I finished to. 1 have the no. to put on each tag 
yet. I am wareing one now. We have to wear them night and day. It dosen Y look verry much to 



me like anyone around here knows what they are talking about. One minute they say we will 
leave in a day or two, and again they say we are going home pretty soon. If there isent any thing 
for us to do on the border now, 1 wish they would let us go home so we could go to work. It is 
getting pretty tiresome up here now. We are not drilling much or any thing else. 

Sarah seemes pretty anxious to see me again, and also to get back to Tampa. 

Well I hope this will meet with approval when it reaches you. Love to the whole family. 

Your loving son Arnett 


August 18 - DIARY 

It has been six long days since I last jotted down any happenings. There realey hasen’t anything 
taken place during that period. We are stiU drilling and eating the same things as usual. Have had 
all kinds of reports as to our leaving for home or the border. None of them have turned out to be 
true yet. Old companie G went on guard last night and came off tonight at five o’clock P.M. I 
was on duty at the gate last night. We arrested three men that were drunk. One of the boys 
punetured an auto tire, beeause the machine did not seem to want to stop. He got a verry nice 
blessing out by the Ladies there in. We also had a verry nice little midnight lunch. We came in 
ifom the gate at two A.M. I got three hours sleep out of 36 hours. Had to guard prisoners all day 
today. So did not get to do my weeks washing. Am going to bed verry shortly. Adue 

To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 

Aug. 18, 16 

Dear Mother, 

Sure was glad to get the two jars. I have not opened anything but the guaver. That sure 
was good. 

Popham got in all right last night., he said Tampa was pretty dull. The pictures did not 
arrive this morning so I guess I will get them this evening. 

We were out digging trenches this morning and an awfull rain caught us we were soaked 
through and through by the time we got back to camp. 

I don’t believe we ’ll be away much longer now. I believe we will come home from here 
and not go to Mexico. 

How is every body? I hope you are feeling better. 

Well as it is time for drill call I must be closeing 
Love to the whole Falmily 

Your Loving son 
Arnett 


To Mr/ E H. Taylor 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 

Aug. 21, 16 


Dear Dad, 



Received Edmunds little note this afternoon. The first I have heardfrom any of you since 
Thurs. when Popham got back. What is the matter ? It looks as if some of you would take time to 
write to me once in a while at least. Edmund did not say anything in his note. 

What about the pictures? I havent seen any thing of them yet. Have you been able to get 
the pennant yet? 

I got the sharp shooters meddle this evening the one that 1 ordered. As it is silver I will 
send it on to Sarah as I promised her I would. We can’t wear them untill the rifle season is over 
any way. 

I hope every one is well at home. It is getting to be mighty monotenous here. We went out 
this morning with the intentions of staying untill tomorrow evening but as it was pretty rainey we 
came back about three o 'clock. We went out about two miles and through out a line of trentches 
across the woods. And also had dinner in the woods. 

We got pretty nice and wet to. 

Well I will close hoping I get a letter from some of you before next month. 

Your Son 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 

Aug. 23, 16 

Dear Mother, 

I received your letter today and sure was glad to hear from you. Got the pictures yester¬ 
day. They did not turn out verry well did they. Popham wants one each of all of them except the 
one of “Tampa, ’’ and myself on the dock, or the one of the boat landing. I am not going to try to 
sell any more of them. 

Well Mother I am a two striper now, or in other words a corpral. I will start drawing 
$21.00 next month. 

Some of the boys are pretty sore about it. The ones that are sorest are the ones that are 
always butting in when the captain is trying to tell us something. They want to be noticed all the 
time. But one thing none of them can say that I have just been trying to get it by giving the 
captain different things. For I have never given him a thing or fool around where he is. I have a 
verry nice squad and think that I will be able to get along with them alright. 

I got a mighty nice letter from Sarah yesterday. She wanted to know if I was trying to 
improve in my writing. She said it was better than it use to be. She also wanted me to work on 
my spelling some. But I am afraid I will never be any better in that line. She most certainley is 
the finest, sweetes girl that I have ever known. She has so much more sense than the rest of them 
will ever have. They think they will he home about the P' of Sept. I hope so any way. They are 
going to try and arange to get to Jax. In the morning and leave at night. I am afraid they will get 
here before next pay day. So I want Dad to send me $15.00. I think I will probely get to come on 
to Tampa with them on a two or three day furlough. I will at least get a pass for the day they are 
here so I can be with them that long any way. 

We have been having some great times around here lately digging ditches. Most of our 



hard work is over thoe we come in from morning drill and home earlyer now, and some times we 
don’t have any drills at all in the evening. 

Hope you will have a good time in Green Springs. Must close now, as I think this is about 
long enough. 

Your loving son, 

Arnett 


Addressed: Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 

Aug. 26, 16 

Dear Mother, 

Have just received your’s and Edmunds letters was mighty glad to hear from you. 

1 guess by this time you have received my last letter and know that I have been thinking 
the same as you have about coming home. The only thing thoe, I hear that they are not giving 
any more furloes just for the asking. But if you or Dad would write me a letter to come home 
for three or four days I believe I could come home alright. And that I could come for three days 
at least for all the rest of the boys have gotten that much or more. 

I hear that the ones that have not finished school can get a afidavet from the head of the 
school and can get out to go back. I don’t know wheather we would have to come back into this 
business when we are out of school. I believe we will be out of here in a few more month, but I 
would like to go back and take up the cource I was talking of taking before I left home. You 
might see professor Robinson about it and let me know what he says. Also write and let me know 
what you think about the furloe. 

I havent heard just exactly when the Mclntoshes will be through here. 

We have not had a thing to do today. We had inspection of quarters first thing this 
morning, then took a good bath and sewed a pair of shevrions on my shirt. 

Sat. evening 

Did not get to mail this, this morning. Have just found out that I am to go on guard with Miami 
Co. tonight so 1 will have to he on all day tomorroM>. There are one sarg., three corp ’s and eight 
pvt’s. Well hope I will hear from some ofyou soon. 

A.T. 


To Mr. E. H. Taylor 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 

Aug. 30, 16 


Dear Dad, 

Received the money O.K. am verry much oblidge. Have not gotten to see Capt. Harrison 
yet, but will try to tonight or in the morning. Will let you know as soon as I can find out what I 
am going to do. 



We go on guard tonight. I don’t know wheather I will have to go on or not, as I went on 
guard with Co. M. the other day. 

It looks like it is going to rain this evening. 

Nobody seems to know wheather we are going to leave any time soon or not. 

I am getting along fine with my squad. We are taking up all kinds of field problems now. I 
like it pretty well, but the whole business is getting mighty tiresom. The fellows don’t take any 
interest in things. 

Hope Mother will he feeling better pretty soon. Will write again soon. 

Your devoted son 
Arnett 


Sept. 3 - DIARY 

Am on my way back to camp. Have been home since Sat. morning Sept. 2"“^. Left camp Friday. 
Met Princis and her folks in Jax. Made the trip to Tampa with the^ Had a fine time too. Spent 
most of the time with Princis. The onley trouble was I could not stay longer. No telling when I 
will be with them again. 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 

Sept. 5, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

I arrived all O.K. Sun. night. Got out to camp about ten oclock 
We did not shoot Monday and I don’t think we will today. / sure wish 1 had known this 
Sun. I would have wired Capt. and told him I was going to stay a day longer. 

When / got to camp that night Ifound about fifteen baggage cars standing on the side 
tracks. They are eqquiped with stoves for cooking. There is also about twenty freight cars. So it 
looks a little more like we were going to take a ride in some direction. 

We have not gotten our pay yet. Don’t know when we will eather. We have been out in 
the woods almost all morning. 

Harold Popham was made corp. while I was gone. I am mighty glad to see it to. We have 
all the corprals we need now. 

Tell Dad the boys said they were verry much oblidge to him for the cigars. 

I hope you will soon feel a lot better. How is Marthers finger? Tell the Mclntoshes hello 
for me. Excuse pencil but my pen was dry and the ink over at camp. 

Love to all of you. 

Your loving son 
Arnett 


Sept. 6 - DIARY 

Arrived in camp all right Sun. night. There are about fifteen baggage cars & about as many if eight 
cars on the side track. Have not gotten payed off yet. Are supposed to get it today. Have not 
heard fi’om Princis since I left Tampa. 



To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 

Sept. 6, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

Received your letter this evening, or rather your note. I think some ofyou had better get 
Sarah to show you how to mite a real nice letter. I got one from her this morning. 

Well we shot today. None of the corp. shot thoe. My squad did not make a single hit. I 
don’t know what was the matter with them. Our companie made a higher average thoe than any 
other Co. in the 2"‘‘ Bat. 

There are no more signs at all of us leaving verry soon for the border. The cars are still 
here thoe. 

Mr. pay man came around today. Every body was pretty glad to see him to. He left me 
the large sum of $16.60 as there has been a good many things started around the companie lately 
that have taken a little hit of money. Such as the football team and the like. So I am onley going 
to send $5.00 home this time. I think I will be able to make up for it next month. For 1 will get 
$21.00 then. 

There are a lot of boys going to town out of every companie tonight. I don’t know how 
many there will be in camp in the morning. I hope we wont have any trouble at all. 

Don’t be uneasey about me going to the border. I will let you know just as soon as any 
thing happens. 

Hope you will soon feel a lot better. Love to all the familey. 

Your Loving Son 
Arnett 


To Mr. E. H. Taylor 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 

Sept. 7, ‘16 

Dear Dad, 

Am still getting along fine with my squad. I have the eighth squad now, the same ones 
that I have in my tent. 

We went on a nice little hike this morning. About ten miles. It was mighty warm and 
several of the fellows fell out. 

I believe I will change my mind about sending the money home. 1 think I will go into the 
banking business, and hand it out on 50% interest. I could hand out about $25.00 now. About 
half of the boys are broke already. I can let the ones have it that I know 1 will get it back from. I 
know the ones that have payed the other fellows back, but as far as that goes I can get it any how. 
If I hand out what 1 have now I may send for some more. I think it will grow here a lot faster 
than in the bank. 

How is the machine runing? 1 hope I did not run it to peaces while I was there. Let me 
know what you think of my plan. 


Arnett 




To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Letterhead; Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 

Sept. 9, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

I will start a short note before inspection. Have not heard from you for several days. 

What is the matter? 

Had a big dance out here last night. There were a good many people out from Jax. I did 
not know any one thoe so did not do much dancing. 

There were seven of the fellows that left pay day. Not as many as 1 expected. 

Well have you forgotten that I am still in Black Point? I think you and Sarah are trying to 
forget me. 

I may be on the border by this time next week. Then you won’t hear from me quite as 
often, so you had better write M’hile you can. 

I let out $13.00 the other day. Every body in camp is broke already. I am not going to 
loan any more this month, but I wish Dad would send me about $5.00 to live on till pay day. 

What 1 have out now, and what 1 will get next pay day will make about $45.00. So you see I will 
be rich pretty soon. 

Had a ten mile hike the other day. Several of the hoys fell out because they have not had 
one in heavy marching order for quite a while. 

Well write soon and let me know what has gone wrong. Ifl had a little more money I 
think I would send you and Sarah both some stamps. Love to all the familey 

Your Loving son 

Arnett 


Sept. 10 - DIARY 

Well I sure have got the blues for some misteriour reason. Have not had but one letter from 
Princis since I came back from Tampa, can’t emagin what is wrong. We got our money on the 6* 
alright, but I haven’t any of it now. I loaned out $13.00. Won’t get it back untill pay day. We 
had five out of our Co. to desert this pay day. The reg. is growing smaller every day. Don’t 
believe we will ever go to the border. 

To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Black Point, Fla. 

Sept. 11, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

Was certainley glad to hear from you today. I thought every body in Tampa had forgot¬ 
ten that I still existed. 

What on earth is the matter with Sarah? I have not had but one letter from her since I 
came back to camp. Please ask her if I mad her mad in any way, in my letters or while I was at 
home. I cant think of any thing that I have done. I have written her two or three letters, wrote 
her a note tonight to try to find out what the matter may be. 

We went out on another hike today. Did not go verry far thoe. 



The weather is fine here now, it has been cool all day. At night we have to me our blank¬ 
ets and they are not a bit two much. I only hope it keeps up this way. It will make every one feel 
better and more like working. 

We were supposed to go on guard this evening but did not for some reason. I suppose we 
will go on guard tomorrow. 

I am getting along fine with my squad work. 1 have not got any regular squad now. We 
are short so many men that I have to fill out the other squads with my bunch. Then when we get 
out on the field I go around and take turn about at drilling the different squads. 

I am glad to hear that Dad is getting along so well with the Overland [the car]. Hope you 
will get to go to Green Springs pretty soon. 1 believe it will do you a lot of good. 

Write soon and let me know what all the trouble is in Tampa. 

Your Loving Son 

Arnett 


To Mr. E.H. Taylor Jr. 

Black Point, Fla. 

Sept. 13, ‘16 

Dear Bud, 

Your letter of the eighth arrived yesterday. The next time I think that if you will put the 
companie that I am in on your letter I will get it sooner. As it was all you had to say was old 
news. 

I am looking for another letter today. I got a letter from Sarah yesterday morning sure 
was glad to get it to. 

We went on guard last night and are still on. I was on guard at the ware house all night, 
(or rather corp. of the guard. I had to stay up all night. I am corp. of the guard at the prison am 
siting here with a loaded gun across my nees. You may think that this does not sound verry 
military, but its all right. I only have to post my relief. 

It still looks pretty rainey up here. 

Things do not look a bit more like going to the border. We may and we may not go to the 
border. Well will have to close now. 

Arnett 


To Mr. E. H. Taylor 

Black Point, Fla. 

Sept. 14, ‘16 

Dear Dad, 

I got Mothers and Marthers letters to day. Was glad as usual to hear from them. I started 
to write to Martha but just happened to think that she would not be at home to get it. 1 don’t 
know wheather you will be at home or not, but then Edmund can read it. 

We are still doing the same old thing around here onley not quite as much of it. I am still 
getting along fine with my squard. We have been doing a little work of estimating distances. I 
have always come pretty close to hiting the right distance, so when we had some platime firing 
today the 2"'^ Lent, ask me to make an estimation to. We were shooting at targets the size of a 
man. I made it at 600 yds but most of the others said it was only 550 if that far. So when we went 
up on the firing line our platune made only two hits, both of those being on one target and the 



fellow and the fellow that made them had a gun that was shooting verry high. After it was all 
over we found that the distance was just a few yds over 600 yds. I started once to change my site 
to 600for after the first shot I new I was shooting to low. But as I only had a limited time I could 
not change. 

We are going to have a field day up here Sat. I don’t know whether [first time correct for 
this word!] I will go in for any thing or not. They are all freak races. 

If our companie does not stop giving discharges, and the fellows do not stop leaving we 
wont have peace strength. We only have about seventy now. That will be pretty bad to. 

Well as the lights are about to go out I will have to close. 

Your Son 

Arnett 

P.S. Could you send me the five dollars, that is if you have it to spare. 

A.T. 

To Mr. E. H. Taylor 

Black Point, Fla. 

Sept. 18, ‘16 

Dear Dad, 

Received your letter. Also got a cardfrom Mother yesterday. Was glad as usual to hear 
from you both. The $5.00 came all O.K. to. 

There is no telling when we will leave here. Things here look a little like we were about to 
go to the border asain. I believe we will come pretty near being at home by Xmas. 

We have been fixed up pretty nice here. Each tent got a wash tub, a wash-board, bucket, 
basin, and a lantern, so that looks a little like we were going to stay here for a while, but I don’t 
think any one knows when we will leave. 

Our companie looks a good deal smaller than it did when we first came up here. 

Well I had better close for this time. How is Edmund. 

Your son 

Arnett 

To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 
Green Springs, Fla. 
c/o O. A. Smith 

Black Point, Fla. 

Sept. 18, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

I received your card yesterday, and a letter from Dad today. 

Am glad that you have gotten to the Springs alright. I certainly hope that it will do you a 
lot of good. I wish I could come there to see you and Sister for a few days. But I think I will do 
without any more passes for about three month that is if we are here that long. There is no telling 
when or where we will go before that time. I cant say for sure yet wheather [oops] we will go to 
the border or not. If we do I wish that it woidd be soon. 

We have been fixed up pretty nice here. Each tent got a wash tub a basin, bucket, wash 
board, and a lantern. Some pusto (?) lights for the mess hall and the officers tents.. So that looks 
as iff we were not going to leave here verry soon. 



We had an eight mile hike this morning and a little scirmish at the end of that. We get off 
pretty easy now thoe when it comes to drilling. 

We will have quite a camp here by the first of next month. All of the rifle teamesfrom the 
different states will be here for the national shoot. I don’t think I will get to shoot at that time 
thoe. 

Well I hope you will soon be feeling better. 

Your loving son 

Arnett 


Sept. 21 - DIARY 

We are still here in this God forsaken hole. And Ukely to be here for some time. A birthday 
tomorrow, [his 19’’’] Oh, but won’t I have a lovely dinner, rice half done gravey, some kind of 
meat and stale light bread. Gee! But I wish I could spend the day with Princis. 


To Mr. E. H. Taylor Jr. 

Letterhead: Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 

Sept. 21, ‘16 

Dear Edmund. 

I would have written you last night, but we had to go on an eight mile hike after supper 
and did not get back untill nine thirty last night. 

We are having some nice cold weather up here now. It feels mighty good for drilling. 

We are learning to signal with the flags. Every body has got to know how. I have already 
learned the whole alphibit, and can send and receive pretty fast. I some times wonder what they 
will put us to doing next. It looks as if they had to hunt up some thing new every day for us to do. 

They are not supposed to keep us up here but three months in a camp and that time will be 
up tomorrow. 1 am afraid we will be here for a good while yet thoe. 

We are going to have another dance here tomorrow night. Don V know wheather I will go 

or not. 

How is the machine getting along? I sure wish I could be there tomorrow to take a little 
birthday ride in it. Have just finished a letter to Mother. 1 sure hope her trip will do her a lot of 
good. Tell Sarah hello for me. 

Write soon and let me know every thing that is going on. Good By. 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E.H. Taylor 
Esgaritue Santo Springs Hotel 
Safety Harbor, Fla 

Letterhead; Florida State Young Men’s Christian Association 
Headquarters State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Jacksonville, Florida 

Sept. 21, ‘16 



Dear Mother, 

I wanted to write to you last night, but as we had to take an eight mile hike after supper I 
did not get a chanch. We got back to camp at nine thirty. Then I went down and took a nice cold 
shower bath. And believe me it was cold. But 1 sure felt better afterwards. 

The nights are real cold now, and it stays pretty coole all day. My sweater felt mighty 
good this morning at five oclock when we had to fall out. 

I am trying for the foot ball team that our companie is getting up. Don’t know wheather I 
will make it or not. 

We have been learning how to use the signal flags for the last few days. I have gotten so I 
know the whole alphebet. 

There are no signs of our leaving yet. We are not supposed to be kept here in camp over 
three months, and that time will be up in the morning. I am afraid we will stay here right on thoe. 

I will not get to shoot in the national shoot this year as I have not been in the service 
twelve months. 

How are you getting along. I hope the baths are doing you a lot of good. And hope that 
you will soon forget that you ever were sick. 

Well I guess 1 will spend a rather lonesome birthday tomorrow [19], away from all of you. 
It won’t seem like a birthday at all. 

Well I guess I had better close and write Dad & Edmund a few lines. 

Your loving son 
Arnett 


Mr. E. H. Taylor Jr. 

Black Point, Fla 
Sept., 24, ‘16 

Dear Edmund, 

Well will write to you few lines. To digest my dinner. 

It is mighty hot up here right now. But at night we can hardly get enough cover to keep 

warm. 

Well M>e are still practicing foot ball. I don’t know wheather I will play or not I have been 
practicing end. We will probley play our first game next Sat. I am going to have to get me a pair 
of shooes pay day. I wonder if Dad could get to see some of the merchants around there and see 
if we could get some of them to make us some special rates on about fifteen jerseys to play in so 
we wont have to use our shirts. Bendy Gray might be able to get them for us or Knight and Wall 
or some of the other dry goods stores. Our colors are red and white. I think a red jersey with a 
large block G on it would look pretty good. I hope you can manage to get us something for we 
sure nied them. 

If you want to colect some money for me you might tty to get that two dollars Geo. Bleson 
owes me he never did pay me. If you get it just put $1.50 in the bank and you can have the other 
50c Will that be enough for your fees. 

Our companie goes on guard this evening and comes off Mon. evening. 

I went out to try and get some chinquapins for Sarah yesterday. 1 only got about a hand 
full, but will send them to her tomorrow. 

How is every thing in Tampa. I believe I will be back there by Xmas. 



Well will close for this time, write soon. 


Arnett 


Miss Martha Taylor 
Esquito Santo Springs Hotel 
Safety Harbor, Fla. 

Black Point, Fla. 

Sept. 24, ‘16 

Dear Martha, 

I guess you and Mother think some thing has happened to me, but I have been pretty 
busey lately. We had another hike Fri. about ten miles. Most of us are so use to walking now 
that I believe we could walk all day if it was not verry hot. 

We go on guard this evening at 5 oclock and come off at the same time Mon. 

The different companis are playing foot ball now. Our companie wont play their first 
game for about a week yet. As we want to get some more practis first. I don’t know wheather I 
will get to play or not. 

The big shoot starts here on the 11'^ of next month. We sure will have some crowd here 
then. I believe we will be home right after the shoot. I sure hope so. That will mean I will get to 
eat Thanksgiving dinner with the rest of you if every thing comes out nice. 

The “V” has gotten the victoo [victrola] back so we are having some music but it is not 
near as good as ours. 

Am glad to hear that you are having a nice time. I hope the water will do Mother lots of 
good. Well as I have got to write to Edmund I will close for this time. 

Your Loving brother, 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E. FI. Taylor 
Tampa 

Letterhead: Florida State 

Young Men’s Christian Association Tent 
State Military Grounds 
Black Point, Fla. 

Sept. 29, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

Well I guess this will be the last letter you will get from me before we leave for the border. 
In all probelities we will leave here Sunday night. We have put our stove up in one car and are 
loading the wagons on the freight car. There will be three sections to the train that takes us away 
from this “Sunny South Land. ” Each battilion will have a section. 

I think we will have no more drills here. We have got to cut some more wood tomorrow, 
to use on our trip. I don’t know how long we will be on the train. About five days thoe I expect. 

We will not go into a moblization camp down there but will have some patrole duty 
assined us right away. 

1 expect we will be home about Xmas. 1 hope so any way. For I know I will be anxious to 
see you all by that time. I would like mighty well to be able to see you all again before I go. But 


there is no hopes for that. 

I hope you will soon be well. I am sorry you are not feeling any better now. 

I sent a lot more of my letters home the other day. I suppose Dad has already gotten 
them. Keep them for me untill I get back. 

I havent heard any thing from Dad or Edmund for several days. I suppose they are to 
busy to write to me. I am glad Sarah keeps up the good work and lets me know what is going on 
in Tampa. 

I know Sarah does not miss me a bit more, or as much as I miss her. She is more like a 
big sister to me than any girl that I have ever known. They have all always treated me as if I were 
one of the family. 

Well 1 hope you will all keep well and that you will feel a whole lot better before long. I 
know I will keep well alright. Give my love to all of the family. 

Your Loving Son 

Arnett 


Oct. 2 - DIARY 

Packed up and left Black Point today, or rather at 11 P.M. I suppose we will get to the border 
sure enough this time. 

Oct. 3 - DIARY 

Are still on our way. No mishaps so far. Are in Thomasville, Ga. Now at 9 A.M. It is pretty cool 
and feels fine. 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 
Tampa 

On train 
Oct. 4, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

Here I am going farther away from home. We have just left New Orleans. We made a 
stop at Montgomery last night for about an hour. We got off the train and walked around for a 
little while. Then we got off again in Orleans this morning and took a little walk. 

Have seen some right pretty places along the way. Lots and lots of cotten. 

I am not sure yet where we will go 1 suppose it will be to Larado. Don’t know just when 
we will get there. 

We have fine accomidations Regular pulmans. Some class to these Fla. boys. Our 
comany and Co. H. have great big signs en our cars. Ours is Tampa Guards From, the cigar 
city, Tampa, Fla. 

Will write you a long letter just as soon as we get where we are going. Love to all. 

Your loving son 
Arnett 


Note: This one page was omitted in the original printing. Sequence picks up on next sheet, not 
on the back of this one. 



Postcard to Mrs. E. H. Taylor 
Picture of Auditorium, Houston, Texas 
Oct. 5, ‘16 

Mother, 

We are in Houston Texas noM>. We stayed here an hour + a half. I did not walk around with the 
boys as 1 just came off guard. 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 
From Corp. C. A. Taylor 
Co. G. 2"^ Fla Inf. 
Laredo, Texas 


Letterhead: The Association Facilities On the Border Are Provided 
Through the Co-Operation of Twenty-Four State Executive 
Committees and the Army and Navy Department of the Internat¬ 
ional Committee Young Men’s Christian Associations 
Oct. 8, ‘16 


Dear Mother, 

Received your letter and all O.K. was mighty glad to hear from you. 

We are getting along fine. Are living like kings. We cook on natural gas and light with 
electricity. That is pretty swell for soldiers don’t you think? 

It is not near as bad here as I was afraid it was going to be. Some of the town is right 

pretty. Some of it is purely Mexican to. Old hou _ that look like they were bilt in the ancient 

days. I went down to the river today and took a picture of the international bridge. On our side 
our boys all on guard while on the other side Cara-?—a troops are guarding. 

I don’t know just when we will get regular guard duty on the border we will have one 
hundred miles to patrole. 

I wish you would send me another pack of films I cant get my kind here. 1 will send you 
some pictures in a few days. 

Well as it is about time for taps I will have to say good night 

Love to all the folks 

Your Loving son 

Arnett 


Will write a long letter soon. 


To Miss Martha Taylor 

Laredo, Texas 
Oct. 12, ‘16 

Dear Sis, 

Why don’t some of you write once in a while. I have not gotten but one letter since 1 have 
been here and that was from Mother. I have not heard a word from Sarah. It looks like I should 
have heard before now. 

Well things are going along pretty nice here now. We had a little drill yesterday morning 
not verry much. Our company [O.K!] is on guard today. They went on last night. But as there 
are not as many post as we had before, it dosent take as many to do guard duty. So there were 
several of us that did not have to go on this time. 

Have you heard about Capt. Harrison leaving us. He has resined and is coming back to 



Tampa. I wish I could be with him. I would like to see you all. I guess it will be about the last 
of Jan. or the first of Feb. before we see Tampa again. It cost to much to come home on a fur- 
loe from here. 

This is a real pretty little town. There are some fine stores here, and some mighty pretty 
houses. What do you want for Xmas? There are some mighty pretty things to he had here. All 
kinds of inex. things. Try to find out what Sarah wants to. I have my eyes on something 1 want 
to send her. But I would rather send her something usefull. But don’t know what she had rather 
have. So you just scout around a little, and report any important information you can get. 

1 got my pictures last night and will send some of them to Sarah tonight. So you can get 
her to let you see them. I will send the negatives to you so you can have some printed if you 
want them. I got a pretty good picture of the international bridge looking into Mexico. There 
are some Mexicans under the bridge washing clothes. Nueva Lareda, Mexico is one of the towns 
that has been all shot up, and burned. The post card I sent Mother of it. Shows how it use to 
look. All of the Mexicans around here are for Viller. They say Caransa is starving them. And 
Viller brings silver money, while Caransa uses paper. So we may have some of them to walk up 
to us and put a knife in our backs at most any time. The little Mexicans come around here at 
meal time to get the scraps of food left. It looks like they are almost starved. 

As soon as I can get some pairie dogs I am going to send you a pair. How would you like 
to have a horned toad? Mabey you would like to have one of the little burrors. Our Co. has one 
for a mascot. It is big enough to ride. 

Well had better close for this time write as soon as you can. Love to all the family. 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Laredo, Tex. 

Oct. 21, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

Was glad to hear from you yesterday. And also to get the pictures. I got the magazines 
Thurs. was mighty glad to get them to. I have not had anything to read since I have been down 
here. I don’t have verry much time to read any how. The pictures are pretty good. I will send 
them hack thoe as I havent any good place to keep them. I suppose Sarah will show you the ones 
I sent her. I had some pretty good ones. I sent you the films of one set, and will send you some 
more films pretty soon. Some of the boys want some of them. It is all right about the films. I 
can get them here alright. 

We are getting along fine. It is getting pretty cold now. We have to make sleeping bags 
out of our ponchoes to keep M>arm. We get up at 5.45 in the mornings. That is before the sun 
ever shows itself. And believe me it is pretty cool then. 

They are going to give us some winter clothes pretty soon. 

The 2”‘‘ Fla. Inf. Has been said to be 50% better than any other reg. in the eastern 
devision. And it lies between Co. H and us as to which is the best Company in the best reg. Now 
I am working to make my Sqd the best in this Co. Which I think I can do. 

Tell Martha I will send her the parie dogs just as soon as I can get hold of some. Sarah 
is to get a pair to. 

You need not he afraid of me going into Mex. unless the whole Co. goes. I am not that 



anxious to get shot. For there are some of Caranzars men incamped over there. 

I have been thinking of sending Sarah one of the many colard scarfs. I suppose that is 
what they are or covers for small tables. There are some of the pretteyst I ever saw. 

I am glad to hear that Dad is feeling better. I feel like I ought to be at home. And 
learning some kind of business. I feel that I am loosing a lot of time. No telling how long I will 
be in this mans army. 

Mabey every thing will come out all right after all. And 1 can come home before long. I 
will have to close and get this in the mail. Love to every body. Your Loving son 

Arnett 


No envelope - very faded pencil-written 

Laredo, Tex. 

Oct. 24, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

Excuse this writing and pencil. I am trying to Mrite this lying flat of my back. I have 
been here every since Sun. night. The doctor has just told me that I have dangue fever, so mabey 
I will be here the rest of this week. 1 am sore in every hone of my body and it is pretty hard to 
write. Don’t be uneasey thoe for I will be all write before long. I have had a hard time getting 
any attention. Lent dosent seem to like me verry much, and so he dosent pay much attention to 
me. 

This sure is one time when a fellow appreciates home and his mother. 

How is Dad feeling? What seems to be his trouble? Mother I feel like I ought to be at 
home learning the business I intend to take up when I do get back. I feel like I am loosing a lot 
of valuable time. If I wait to long I will have to fall hack on farming afterall. I almost feel that I 
could do better at farming than any thing else any way. If I only had the land. 

If I was only realy serving the country, it would be different. But I don’t feel that I am of 
much help. And there are a lot of other fellows that are missing a whole lot that will mean much 
to them in years to come. 

There is no telling how much longer we will have to stay down here. Some of the officers 
seem to think we will be here a year. But non of us can tell. Things may take a big turn after 
election. 

I sure hope Dad will soon be well. I hope you are feeling a lot better. 

Tell Sarah that I will write to her as soon as I get a little better. I got a letter from her 
this morning. She mites like she is feeling blue about something. I hope they are getting along 
alright. 

Well as my hand is hurting pretty bad I will have to close. I will write you as soon as I 
feeiheiteV. Love to all of you from 

Your loving son 
Arnett 

To Mr. E. H. Taylor 

Laredo, Tex. 

Oct. 28, ‘16 

Dear Dad, 


/ hope you are feeling a good deal better by now. 

I am still in bed. I don’t know just what my trouble is. I don’t want any thing to eat and 
what I try to force down comes right back up. My stomach is all to pieces. 

The doctor wont do a thing for me. They told one of our sargents that I wasent sick 
enough to be in bed. My bones have stoped acheing so Imuch but I have awfull pains in my 
stumack. I cant stand my belt buckled at all. Just as soon as I can I am going up town to see a 
doctor. I had rather pay him than lye here in bed and get so week I can hardly sit up now. 

Believe me, there sure is some difference in being sick way down here where a fellow 
hasent his family to wait on him, and hasent hardly any friends. Bill Moore hasent been near me 
since I have been in bed. Popham looks in once in a while. 

We are being issued our winter clothes and overcoats. We don’t need any winter clothes 
right now thoe. For it is still pretty warm in the day time. 

Well war officials seem to think that we will be attacked befor the of next month. It is 
mighty hard to tell what is going to happen. 

I believe we will be down here for some time yet. 

I hope every body is getting along alright. I will have to close now as I am getting pretty 
tired. Love to all the folks 

Your son 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E. n. Taylor 

Laredo, Tex. 

Oct. 29, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

I am feeling some better today. But I am afraid I got out of bed to soon. I am mighty 
week yet. 

I was about to go away to nothing lying there without eating and no doctor to do any 
thing for me. 1 have not gone to town to see a doctor yet. 

We are expecting trouble at any time now along the border. Our reg. goes out to 
reinforce the Mo. reg. 

Leut. Horssey says he does not know wheather he will let me go with them tomorrow or 
not. He said he wanted me to get good and strong first. We are to be out there indefinately. We 
will have to live in pup tents. Which I don’t particular like. 

I hope every one gets back safe and sound. No telling what may happen thoe. I believe 
this duty now will let us come home sooner. I hope it will. 

We were to get payed off in a day or two, but I guess now it will be put off for a while. I 
don’t object much if it runs over and we get payed for two months at once. 

I guess you have heard that Mr. Graham of the Tampa Y.M.C.A. is here in charge of 
ours. I havent gotten to see him yet. But I want to as soon as possible. 

I am sending some films home in this letter I hope they will be all right. Some of them 
are pretty good. I guess you have seen the ones that Sarah has. 

How are you and Dad feeling by now. I hope you both are feeling a lot better. 

Tell Mr. Woodward that I got his letter and will write him just as soon as 1 can. 

I hope every thing will come out alright. And don’t you worry any for that wont do any . 



good. I had better close now and go to bed. Love to all the family 

Your loving son 

Arnett 


No envelope 
To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Laredo, Tex. 

Nov. 2, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

J guess you think I am pretty slow about writing, but I am out of stamps and havent been 
able to borrow any, untill last night, when 1 managed to get one. 

I am feeling a good deal better but am still at our old camp. I want to go out where the 
Co. is just as soon as possible. They say they have a better camp where they are now than they 
had here. They are camped right in the yard of the electric plant. Have hot & cold water 
showers, and electric lights. 

There hasent been much doing yet, but we are still looking for trouble. I don’t know 
wheather we are going to have any or not. I want to be with my sqd. if anything does start. 

The days seem mighty long right now, as I don’t have any thing to do, hut lay around here 
all day long and wait for the next man to come in hoping there is a letter from some of you. 

I hear that Mayor McKay wants the Fla. reg. to be musterd out in Tampa, when our 
service is over here. I don’t believe I want to be mustued out there. For when I do get to Tampa 
next I want to be free. It would be hard to stay in camp there for a week. There is no telling when 
we will get back home. 1 heard that the Col. said we would be home by the first of the year but I 
doubt it. 

Tell Martha I havent been able to get her dogs yet, but will keep on trying to find them. I 
will tjy to bring her a burror when we come home. 

1 think I will try to get a few things I want to send home for Xmas after this pay day. I am 
going to send Sarah’s things to you and let you keep them untill Xmas for her. What would you 
like to have? I don’t know what to get for any ofyou. 

I havent had a chanch to look up Mr. Course yet, but will do so the first time I go to town. 
I would like to know some one here. 

How is Dad getting along? Tell him that I sure hope there will be several good runs left 
in the Overland when I get back. 

Ask Edmund if he ever tryed to get that $2.00 from Geo. Bleson for me. I told him he 
could have 50c of it and put the rest in the bank for me. How much have I got in the bank now? 
Or have I drawn all of it? 

So you say I have a chanch to go into the Overland shop when I get back. I wish I could 
get a chanch to try my hand at salesman for them there are some things I could learn in that that 
I couldent in the repair shop. I could learn the repair part of it there thoe. 

Well I guess I had better close and mail this. Love to all the familey. 

Your loving son 
Arnett 



To Mr. E. H. Taylor 


Laredo, Tex. 

Nov. 5, ‘16 

Dear Dad, 

Received your letter last night. I suppose you know by this time that I am up and stiring 
again. I feel about as good as I ever did I guess. It was not the fault of the doctor that I got well. 
For as I said before they did not do a thing for me but take my temperature and give me a few 
laxative pills the first day I was sick. 

Doctor Mitchel has charge of this battelion. I don’t think there is much use trying to do 
any thing. For they would not pay much attention to any thing that you would do. 

/ am still in camp looking after things that were left here. I don 7 believe the fellows on 
duty will see much excitement. Some how / feel that things are going to quiet down, and not give 
us any trouble. If so we may get home sooner than has been expected. To night or tomorrow 
night is when the trouble is expected. 

Mother asked me in her last letter how I would like to go on a farm near Eustice [Eustis], 
How much do you think about a hundred acre farm or 150 acres would cost? Some of that land 
that is good for natle hay. And where we could raise hogs all right. I believe hogs would pay 
about as well as any thing else. How much coidd you get for our place now? 

1 know that the outdoor life would be good for you and Mother both, and 1 believe I can 
do better on a farm than any where else. I like machinery pretty well but I think a fellow should 
have taken a cource in that before he can make a verry big success. 1 have studyed agraculture a 
little and have also had some experience on the farm. 

You might look into the matter a little, and when I get back to Tampa we can talk about it 
better. Mabey we cant get as much land as I spoke of at first, but we could get started on a 
smaller place and then add to it later. I sure would love to have a nice farm. For I feel like after 
all this out door life I would .wfficate inside of a building all day long. 

I have some great ideas that I would love to try out in the way of farming. How would it 
do to put the rest of the place in peach ti'ees now? It might make the place worth more.^ lam 
willing to put whatever I have in the bank in trees. I don 7 remember wheather I have any there 
or not. But I think I have about ten dollars left. Havent I? 

I guess you have seen what the papers said about us coming home. I don 7 know 
wheather it is so or not. I am not going to believe that we are coming home this time imtill we 
get there. 

I guess we will get paid off tomorrow. I think I will put my money in the bank here and 
keep it there untill just before Xmas when I will want to use some of it. 

Was glad to hear that you are better. Hope you will soon be well. I may not get this 
mailed untill tomorrow evening for I have no stamps and am broke. 

I looked up Mr. Course but he is in New Orleans now. Has been away from here about 
ten years. I wish he had of been here. 

How is Mother? I hope she will soon be well. Love to all the familey. Tell Martha and 
Sarah I will write them soon. 

Arnett 


^ “The place” would be the Taylor home far out Bayshore Blvd. Toward what is now 
McDill AFB. They had a nice home and fair amount of land. 


No envelope 

Letterhead: Army and Navy Department of the International Committee, 

Young Men’s Christian Association 

Laredo, Tex. Nov. 10, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

How is every body in Tampa and at home? Has it gotten verry cold there? It is 
begining to get right cold here. We have not had any arangements made for winter quarters, 
and have not gotten our vAnter clothes yet. So 1 believe our stay down here is nearley over. I 
have not heard any more about our being home for Xmas, but I would not doubt it verry much if 
we were. 

The company came in from the river yesterday. 1 don’t know for sure wheather we will 
go out for border pyatrole or not. 

I sure was glad to hear that Wilson was elected again. If Hughes had been elected I 
believe we would have gone into Mexico. For I believe Teddy [Roosevelt] is just about running 
Hughes. I am going to send you Sarah’s birthday present today. I got it for her yesterday. I 
don’t think I will get the Mexican blanket for her but M>ill send her a good pair of moxicans for 
Xmas. Her birthday present is a Spanish mantillo, or in English a scarf. I think she can use 
this but could not use the blanket except for an orniment, the blanket also cost $15.00 and the 
scarf did not. I don V know wheather the scarf is verry good silk or not. It looked, and felt like 
it to me, but as I have never handled verry many such articles, I am not a verry good judge. If 
you don't think it is good enough, let me know and I will get something else. Her birthday is 
not untill the 2H or 22"^ of Dec. You can find out which. My dates are rather mixed up. How 
do you think Martha would like to have an ople ring? I can get some right pretty ones pretty 
cheap, and have them set in a ring. If you think that would he all right let me know what size 
ring to get. 

Well the mail has just arrived but nothing for me. I haven t heard from any of you in two 
or three days. I wish you woidd write a little oftener. 

How is the machine getting along, is it still running all right? 

I think Paul Jones and myself will go to a show they are going to have in town tomorrow 

night. 

Well I guess I had better close and get busey. I am in charge of quarters today .so have 
to look out for things. 

Love to all of you. 

Your loving son. 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Laredo, Tex. 

Nov. 16, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

Was mighty glad to hear from you tonight. It was the first one from you in sometime. 
We are having some pretty cold weather here now. We all have to hunt our overcoats. 
There does not seem to he any telling when we will get hom.e. I wish 1 could be there 
now, I feel like I ought to be helping out some. I cant save verry much down here. There have 


been a good many things that I have had to have here lately. 

I would like pretty well to go on a farm some where. I believe Dad and I could make 
good alright. I think around Eustice would be a mighty good place to go. I don’t believe truck 
farming would pay as well as raising hogs and naytle hay. Of cource / would lilte to stay 
around Tampa for a certain reason. 1 guess you know what that is. 

I sure would like to be there to go to Eustice with you Thanksgiving. Give my love to all 
the folks there. 

I don’t think I will give Sarah the manacuring set for Xmas. I am going to give her a 
pair of moxicans. I may give her the set for a [high school] graduation present. I hope I will be 
home by that time. I hope you get the scarf all right. I got Martha the ople today so I want to 
know what size ring to get her. I am going to get a verty plain one. 

I hope Edmund’s lung will soon be all right. What does the doctor think is the matter 
with Dad. I am going to talk to my officers about getting out of this one man’s army. I don’t 
know wheather I can or not. 

I will try to send some money home next pay day. I still have $10.00 of last months pay. 
But as there are several things I want to get yet 1 wont send any home now. 

We are not doing much drilling now, about three hours a day. I guess we will go on 
guard again Sun. 

Well as it is getting pretty late I had better close and go to bed. Hoping you will all 
soon be much better. Tell Martha I will answer her letter pretty soon. 

Your loving son 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Laredo, Tex. 

Nov. 26 

Dear Mother, 

I sure am sorry I have not writen sooner, but time seems to slip away pretty fast. I have 
been right busey to. 

1 was mighty sorry to hear of Uncle Falls ^death. I believe it was the best tho. For he 
sure has suffered a great deal. I have not MTitten to Aunt Jouet, 1 hardly know how to. I think I 
will write in a day or two. I am sorry Dad could not go up there [Kentucky], But it would not 
have done for him to go when he was not well, and when Edmund is not well eather. How are 
they feeling now? Your last letter said that E. was a little better. 

I am Sony to say I am affraid I will not be able to get out of this untill we are 
discharged. I don’t think you need have any fear ofyour dream coming true. Because we cant 
be transfered from the army to the navy without taking a special examination, and being a 
commisioned officer to. So I will be home when the rest of the boys come. 

Our Capt. does not think of any thing but being military. He is almost crazy on that 
subject. I take his orders obey them like I would any other officer, but outside of that I have 
absolutely nothing to do with him. HUburn is not quite as bad. He has not been promoted to F' 
leut. and I don’t think he will. 


* Philip Fall Taylor, brother of Edmund and Jouett, single, long-time semi-invalid. 



We were on guard Friday night and all day Sat. But I made good use of today being 
Sun. and am rested up pretty well now. I went up town to church this morning. 

Will try to get up town tomorrow night and get Martha’s ring. I want to get it now while 
I still have some of last months pay left. I guess we will get this months money in about a week. 
Then I will send every thing home I intend to. I think 1 will also have a little left to send home. 

I don’t think it is best that we should go into the farming business in a rush. We will 
have to take it a little at a time. In order to make it pay for itself and to get any surplus. 

I don’t think we want very much of a grove on the place. 1 want to tty my luck at raising 
hogs. I think a place with about 25 or 30 acres in it will be large enough. I believe I could 
make it pay for its self. If we could get a place on a small lake some where it would be a great 
deal better. I had rather you would wait untill I get home, and see what kind of job I can get 
with the Overland people. I want something that in time 1 can get good returns from in the 
future. I think what ever I go into now, I will stick to. For it is time I was taking up my life’s 
business. 

I am still afraid that I cant start the New Year off at home. We still have no idea what 
we are going to do. 

I thought our company was going out on the river again today for another week guard 
duty, but we did not go. 

It is still pretty cold here, and we havent gotten any stove for the tent yet. That looks a 
little like we were not going to be here verry long. I sure hope we are not. 

Tell Dad I would like mighty well to be there to drive him around. I know he cant do 
much of it for himself. 

I think I can get along with our officers alright untill we get hack to Tampa. Then I 
think they will change a great deal. 

Have you seen Sarah lately? I don’t know what is the matter with her. She dosent seem 
to he the same as she use to. She only writes about once a week. Then her letters are not like 
they were when I was in Black point. I don’t know wheather she is getting tired of writing to 
me, and thinks tlmt I will never get back or what. She told me she had been going with Bill 
Bivens, and I told her to go ahead and have a good time, but to write to me once in a while any 
how. I guess she is haveng the good time alright, but such a good time that she has about 
forgoten that she ever knew me. I am going to write her a letter tonight. I got one from her this 
after noon. With lots of love to the whole farniley 

Your loving son 

Arnett 


To Mr. E.H.Taylor Jr. 

Laredo, Tex. 

Nov. 27, ‘16 

Dear Brother, 

I have a lot of spare time tonight so will write you a letter as I have not writen in a long 

time. 

I got Mothers letter this evening. Am glad to hear that you are better. I always said 
your toung [perhaps a previous letter meant tongue instead of lung] needed triming but I did not 
think you would try to do it your self 



How are you getting along at basket ball? I hear that the Imps got beat in their first game, and 
that at home. I guess they will have to work a little harder if they are going to take the trip 1 
saw in the paper. 

I sure wish 1 could be in Jax. Thursday to see the game. 1 hope H. H. S. beates them this 
time. I think they have pretty good chanches of doing so. 

I know you cdl will have a fine trip to Eustice. I only wish I could be there to go along. 

I hope you wont have any trouble with the machine. 

Things look as if we were going to have a pretty good dinner Thurs. The cooks have 
been baking pies & cakes all day. Each sqd. is to have a whole turkey. There also seemes to be 
a plenty of other things. But I would gladly do without any dinner at all if I could only be in 
Tampa. I have hopes of being there for next Thanksgiving tho. 

Every thing is still mighty uncertain. Some say we will be home for Xmas and some say 
not untill the first of March. I think the latter is nearer right. I don’t see any possible chanch 
of us being there for Xmas. V/e got our stoves yesterday, and have them up. But it has been so 
warm for the last day or two that we don’t need any fire. They have started to boarding up the 
mess halls to keep out the winter wind so that looks as if we might stay for a while. 

They changed the squards around again today. I sure got a peach of a hunch this time, 
but that is just my luck, I generaly get a bad pick. 1 will have to try to taim them down and get 
them like I had my other bunch. 

We are going to have a big foot ball game here Thur. The Fla. boys are going to play 
the No. bunch, I think our chanches are mighty good. 

I mil get Martha’s ring tomorrow and probely send it Fri. As she knows what she is 
going to get already I don’t suppose it will hurt for her to get it a little earley. I hope it fits her 
all right. Well 1 guess mabey you will have to wait untill 1 come home before you get any thing. 
For I sure don’t know what to send you. 

I have got about $10.00 out and if I get that I think I can send some money home. 

Well you wont get this letter untill you get back from Eustice. Heres hoping you all have 
a mighty fine trip. Give my love to all the folks. 

Your Brother 
Arnett 

P.S. Tell Mother I am verry much oblidge for her offering or wishing she could send me a box. 
But I know she is to busey for that. 

A.T. 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Laredo, Tex. 

Dec. 8, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

I wonder why 1 have not heard from any ofyou lately? Your letter from Eustice is the 
last one I have received. 

I hope none ofyou are sick. Did you get back from your trip all right? 

I am going to send a box of things to you tomorrow. I thought I had better get them and 
send them now. For we are supposed to go on a four days hike, beginning Mon. If it is as cold 
then as it has been today and is now I don't know wheather we will go or not. 



Your need not open the family things untill Xmas. Tell Edmund there will be something 
else coming for him a little later on. Or I might wait and bring it home with me. I want you to 
look over the things for the Mclntoshes and let me blow what you think of them. And also 
please wi^ap them up for me. I did not have any paper. You will find some cards and Xmas 
stamps in the box, the things with my name on them just put in my room for me some where. 
There are a few right pretty little rocks in the tin box. Martha’s ring is in the little box rapt in 
tissue paper. I hope she will like it all right. I am afraid it is set a little to high for a girl of her 
size. 

We got our winter underclothes yesterday. 1 think I will send a few clothes home that I 
am not useing, just as soon as I get a chanch. I may send something else home for my self if I 
can get it. If I do just put it away with my other things. I think I can get a 38 colts revolver for 
almost nothing. I would like to have one so if I get the chanch it will come home with the 
clothes I don’t need. 

The Capt. told one of the boys today) that we would get home in Feb. 1 sure hope it is so. 
We are all going to get square tents and have frames for them. 

We sure had some sand storm last night. It like to have covered us all up. It blew down 
two of the tents and tore them up so they cant be used any more. We did not do any drilling 
today at all. And there is none for tomorrow as we have inspection. 

Things are getting worse and worse every day in the Co. I believe this company will 
soon go to peaces. Capt. Horssey does not know how to handle the boys. He is also hying to 
get something against every non comissioned office that Captain Harrison made. 

Some times I almost wish he would reduce me, the way things are going. Well we may 
get back to Tampa some day, then both of them will have to get out. They seem to be expecting 
trouble all the time for they are the only officers in the reg. that carry their guns loaded. And to 
expect trouble is the best way to find it. 

Why dident some of you say something about Jet being dead? It is a good thing I have 
Sarah to tell me a few of the things that go on there. 

Well must close and get this in the box before taps. Write soon. 

Your loving son 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Laredo, Tex. 

Dec. 15, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

I received your letter the other day while we were out on the hike. We had just pitched 
camp for the night. Did I tell you about the hike before? We went out Monday for four days. It 
was some hike to. We made about sixty miles during the four days. We were fighting the No. 
regiments all the time. 

I suppose you have gotten the box by this time. I hope so any way. I want to send some 
of my old clothes home as soon as I can. I have three shirts, six pair of pants, about six suits of 
underclothes and have tM.’o more shirts and some other things coming in the next issue. I will 
have about $20.00 coming to me from my six months allowance I don’t kno w when we will get 
it. I wish we could get it next pay day. 




Mother I wish Dad would try to get me out of this so I can come home and help out 
some. I am mighty afraid that we wont he home before April or May. And 1 know you all will 
need me before then. I believe I could make more at home than I could down here. I will try to 
send some money home this pay day. I don’t know of anything I will have to spend it for down 
here. 

If I could be at home I would he glad to take you to church at n ight hut I am not there 
and there is not much chance of my geting there for some time. 

What did you think of the things I sent home for Xmas? Do you think they are all right? 
It sure is hard to know what to get for you folks. I tryed to get them as much Mexican as I 
could. I want to bring a few things home with me when I come. 

The officers are getting worse all the time. Leut. Hilburn was sick on the hike and had 
to go to the hospitial. One of the high officers down here told Col. Blanding yesterday on the 
hike that he would not make a good private. He said instead of making a good reg. of us he was 
trying to kill us all. That hit him pretty hard. 

Please try to get Sarah’s Mantiller to her by the 2H. I hope she will like it. I got a 
mighty nice letter from her the same day I got yours. She said you told her what I said I guess 
she dosent have much time to write with all of the rest of the things she has to do. I want to be 
there for graduation if I possibley can. 

The weather down here sure is changable. One day it is so hot we can hardly live, and 
the next day w’e have ice. The first night we were out the water in our canteens froze. 

Our company came right off of the hike and came right on guard. I did not have to 
stand guard last night. But 1 had to take charge of a relief this morning. I am over at the 
guard house now. It has been pretty cold last night and this morning. 

Well how is every thing at home? Has B. come back yet? 

Well write and let me know what you think about me coming home, or trying to get out. 

1 want to be helping you all lout some. I don’t feel as if I can help out any down here. I believe 
I can make more than $21.00 a month there. 

There are so many intruptions around here that I can hardly write at all. 

Well I hope you all will be feeling well the next time I hear from you. 

I hope Dad will write to Capt. Horssey and see what can be done. I mil speak to him 
myself as soon as 1 can. 

Love to all of you 

Your loving son 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E.H. Taylor 

Laredo, Tex. 

Dec. 21, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

Was mighty glad to get your letter last night I am glad you got the box alright. Am also 
glad the things pleased you all. It was pretty hard to know what to get. I did not know 
wheather Dad had a bill purse or not but thought I would take a chance any way. I wish you 
could see some of the Mexican hand work here some of it is beautiful and pretty cheap to. You 
did not say what you thought of the peace I sent Mrs. Me. 1 hope it is alright. I think 1 can get 


those mocasans changed if they do not fit. I thought I heard her say that was the size she wore 
once tho. 

I wonder if you got a chance to take her her birthday present today. As it is her 
birthday. I .sure wish I could be there today. 

Time is beggining to drag mighty slow. We do not do verry much drilling now. 
Sometimes I get so blue I hardly know what to do. You see discontment every where in the reg. 
now. No one is trying. And Blanding says he wants us to be the last ones to leave the border, 
so there is no telling when we will he home. It may not he before June. 

I don’t suppose the apples in those rocks were any good. I don’t know when an apple 
has a rock in it and when it hasent. 1 have some more right pretty little rocks here. If I get an 
apple for myself I don’t want one Just like I sent Martha. I am going to get it a little different. 
The jewler said I was mighty lucky to get that one for what I payed for it. He did not sell it to 
me eather. I got it from a place M>here they handle such things. So I guess I can take his word 
for it. 

We did not have to drill any today as it was pretty cold this morning and quite a little 
sand storm on. 

I sure thank you verry much for sending me the box. I havent gotten it yet but guess it 
will be here in a day or two. Sarah said she was sending something to. I told her not to hut she 
did not pay any attention to me. I hope it is not verry much or at least something I can get in a 
rather small space for my box I keep my things in is just about as full as I can get it. 

Tell Edmund he need not be looking for a hat from down here, because the Mexican or 
rather Tex. Felt hats cost from five dollars up. I will try to get something he can use tho. 

This wont seem verry much like Xmas this year. Away from all ofyou. But I guess I will 
have to make the best of it I can. 

I am afraid I wont get home soon enough to go to work for the Overland people for they 
will have some one before then. And jobs will be hard to get when we do get back. I certainly 
would like to be there now. I feel like I could help out a little at any rate. If it was not verry 
much at first. But I havent .said any thing to Horssey about my getting out. He seems to want to 
do just as little for us as he can. Mabey he wont have so much to say if we ever do get home. I 
will do my best now tho. 

Well I must close now and write Sarah a letter. Wishing you all a verry Merry, Merry 
Xmas, and a Happy New Year. 

Your loving son 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E.H. Taylor 

Laredo, Tex., 

Dec. 27. ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

I got your letter of the 2 yesterday and the one of the 23’'‘^ today. The mail has been 
coming on mighty late. The box has not arrived yet. I guess the express is late to. 

I would have liked mighty well to have been at home with you all. But as I could not, I 
ttyed to make the best of it out here. We had a real good dinner, lots of turkey and every thing. 
I have not eaten much yet since that dinner. 



Hurray!! The box just arrived and every thing in fine shape. Every thing looks so good. 
We were not able to eat anything tonight except an orange and a piece of candy. Both of them 
were mighty good. The jelly sure is pretty and 1 know that will be good to. 1 could not eaven 
eat a piece of that fruit cake which looks & smells better than any thing I have run across since 
I left home. I am tickled to death with it all. Probely will save a little of the different things to 
take down the river with me next week. 

/ think we will leave here about the 3''^ of Jan. and will he gone for six weeks or so. So 
you see now what our chances are of being home for Gasperrilla. We may be lucky enough to 
be there by June. I hope so any way. 

Please don 7 any of you think that I want to come home mearley because 1 am having a 
little trouble with the officers. It is because I think my little help is needed at home. And 
because I want to help out some, which is almost impossible down here. 

Our company went on guard yesterday, and 1 got the enginirs corps wear house again. 
This morning I had the most unpleasant job of arresting a murderer. He was a pvt. from the 9’’ 
Inf. I guess there will be an account of it in the paper but I hope they don 7 have much to say 
about it. 

I wish you would get those mossicans from Sarah and send them back to me. For I 
might he out on the river at the time and might have a hard job getting them if they came 
C. O.D. My address will be the same, but we wont get our mail quite as often. When I come in 
for the trial, I will bring them with me and have them exchanged and send them back again. I 
hope I will be able to exchange them all right. 

Sarah sent me a mighty pretty little present. It is a little gold knife about an inch and a 
half long with only one blade. I don 7 know exactly what it is speed ally used for. But it can 
be used for several different things. You can ask her about it. She said she would write and tell 
me its use. I has my innitials on it. 

I got a letter from Margerite [a relative] the other day, and will try to answer that and 
Allines card tomorrow. 

We are not having any drills these days. Are taking a little holiday. We have our 
regular Sunday hours so have hardly any thing to do. 

Well must close and try to get this mailed. Thanking you again for the fine box. Give 
my love to all of the folks. 

Your loving son 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Laredo, Tex., 

Dec. 29, ‘16 

Dear Mother, 

I just got through talking to Horssey about the letter you wrote him. 

He said there was no chance of me getting a discharge. But I put in for support. He 
said that is what he would do if he was in my place. The goverment passed that support bill you 
know. And he said 1 was due that. So he helped me make out an application for it. In it I had 
to state what I was getting from Ferman [an auto company, I think] which I said was about 
$25.00 a month that is a little more than I was really getting hut Capt. said that did not matter. 



I also told him of the chance I had to work with the Overland people should I get out. 

I had to put down the names of three men in Tampa that would confirm my statement 
they were Dr. W.A. Dean, Hon. W.T. Martin &L.L. Buchannan. Dad might say something to 
them about it. I don’t know wheather the goverment will write to them or not. 

I said that Dad’s helth had failed since I had joined this outfit. And that he was not 
doing any thing hardly except clearing up some old business. 

I put in for $50.00 a month. I guess that will help out a little. I said that that was about 
the ammount that I coidd be making if I was at home. I also said that I had sent on the average 
of about $7.50 a month home since I had Misted it has not been quite that much but I want to 
send some home this m.onth if I can. 

I had to give your maiden name and the names of E. & M. The money will come to you 
if every thing works O.K. Which I hope it does. 

How are all of you feeling after Xmas? 1 hope none of you are sick. 

Villa is supposed to attack Nueva Laredo tonight some time. The report came in that he 
was marching on that place. 1 don’t know wheather he will get there tonight or not. I don’t 
guess we will get into any of it tho, unless he tryes to cross the river, which I don’t think he will. 

I got a letter yesterday from Sarah, thanking me for the Mantilla. I have not heard from 
the other things yet. Must close and go to bed as it is getting pretty late. 

Give my love to all the folks 

Your loving son 
Arnett 


To Mr. E. H. Taylor 

Army & Navy YMCA letterhead 

Laredo, Tex. 

Jan. 2, ‘17 

Dear Dad, 

We did our first drilling today that we have had for two weeks. Every thing went pretty 
well considering most of us were pretty stiff from logeining around so long. I don’t think we 
will have but two or three more days to drill before we go down the river. We are going to a 
mighty nice place. It is a ranch just fourteen miles from here. We will have electric lights, hot 
& cold water showers. So we will be just a comfortable there as we are here. If not more so. 
There is only one post there in the day time, and about a half dozen at night. We will get a little 
chance to hunt. I don’t know wheather there is any deer around there or not but there are a 
number ofjack rabbits. A couple of the boys and my self in my sqd. are thinking of getting a 22 
of some sort to take with us. 

I think we will get payed off tomorrow. I hope we do for then I can send a little of it 

home. 

I am afraid Mother did not make her letter to Horssey strong enough. It looks pretty 
much like we are good for another five or six months. I hardly think we will get crway before 
June. 

I hope Sarah’s mocs. will get here before I have to go down the river. I m.ight have a 
hard time getting in from out there to have them changed. 

The Fla. hoys gave a minstreal [old time black fece show] up town tonight but I did not 



How is the Overland running these days? lM>onder if that job at the Overland shop will 
be opened for me when I get back. I sure would like to be there now to take it. I am anxious to 
get started in some such place. Flor 1 think the sooner I get in a place now the sooner I will get 
up some where. And I sure have loafed enough here before. 

Does the doctor seem to be doing you any good? I hope he is. 

We are having regular spring weather now. And such pretty moon light nights. 

I have just finished a letter to Aunt Manny [his Mother’s sister] I still owe Margaret 
[another sister] one, and want to write Lotty [another maternal relative] a note. I wish you would 
send me both of their address. I am going to make a try at Margarets any way. 

Give my love to all the family, 

Your loving son 
Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Santa Rosa Farm 
Laredo. Tex., 

Jan. 18, ‘17 

Dear Mother, 

I guess you can emagin my supprise this evening when I came in from hunting and found 
Dad up at the officers quarters. Some of the hoys told me he was here, but 1 called them all 
kinds of things, and did not believe any of them untill one of the sargents told me he was up 
with the officers. I sure was glad to see him. I wish all of you could have come with him. But 
mabey we will all be home before many more months. 

I also got your letter this morning, saying Dad was just on a water trip. He said he had 
a mighty nice trip, and got the first good sleep coming across that he had had in a long time. 

He is going to stay out here with the officers I am going to try to take him out for a little hunt I 
sure wish I could come back with him. We are going up town some day pretty soon. I want to 
show him a little of Laredo. 

Early this morning just about fifteen minutes before revelery, 1 woke up and looked up 
at the top of the tent which was all on fire. It just burnt the hood off and burnt a few small 
holes in the tent I think we are going to get new square tents pretty soon. We Mill have a lot 
more room when we get them. 

We will try to take some pretty good pictures to send you. I have had mighty good luck 
with the ones I have taken down here. I am going to fit Dad out in khaki so he can get out a 
little. I want him to help me find some oples. I am going to try to make him gain a little like I 
have. I waigh about 142 lbs. I think that is pretty good for me. 

1 hope you will all get along all right. I don’t think Edmund had better drive the car any 
while there is no body with him. 

Well 1 think I will wait untill Dad comes out tomorrow and let him add a little if he 
wants to. 

Fri. Jan. 19 

Dad has just gotten back out here. He said he wrote to you while he was in Laredo, so I 
suppose you will get his letter first. This one wont get off untill in the morning. 



We have been working today on a base ball dimond. We want to get to play a little 
while we are out here. As there is not much else to do. 

If I told Sarah it was six miles out here, then Ijust made a mistake. It is about fourteen 
miles from Laredo to our camp. 

Why did “B ” start to work for Mrs. Greene? Was it because you did not have any thing 
for him to do? 

If it has been warm in Tampa lately. It certainly has not here. 

Well lam going to try my best to make a big improvement in Dad’s health. 

Must close now and write Sarah a letter. Give my love to all the folks. You havent sent 
me Lottie’s address yet. 

Your loving son 
Arnett 

[Added by Arnett’s father, Edmund] 

Just got back to camp. Will stay out here except when running around a little. A little tired 
from the auto trip but feeling pretty good. 

Edmund 


To Mr. E. H. Taylor Jr. 

Santa Rosa Farm 
Laredo, Tex., 

Feb. 2, ‘17 

Dear Old Scout, 

How is every thing going in the “Land of Sunshine and Flowers ”? We had a pretty 
nice little blow all day yesterday. Last night it was so cold every thing froze up tight. It is much 
warmer today. I hope it stays warm as I have to go on guard tonight. 

I guess your scouts will have some big times during Ga5p[arilla]. We fellows ought to he 
there to show you people a few things in the line of drilling. Mabey we will be there for the 4‘^ 
of July. You tell Mr. Stovall that he had better stop talking about things he dosent know any 
thing about. I think he is way wrong when he said we would leave here by the of this 
month. We may get away by the last. I guess we will get payed off Mon. or Tues. I think I 
shall turn ten of it over to Dad. I don’t think you all need look for Dad home for a week or so 
yet. He seemes to be getting along a great deal better. The wrinkles in his face seem to he 
leaving. He is also sleeping pretty well. So I think he had better stay down here for a little 
longer. 

Well, so you want me to bring you a pair of field glasses. I am verry affraid I cant get 
you a pair here. I will try and see what I can do for Your Hon. Have you learned the semyfor 
signals yet? I am going to try to get a pair of flags. I hope I can be there to go on the camp 
with you. That is if I am not working. I think you had better get a first aid kit there. The ones 
they have here are not the kind you want. 

I am going to try and get some pictures this after noon. We have not drilled in a week. 

I hope we don’t for a while. 

How is everything getting along at home? I guess all of you miss the rides in the car. 

I got Mothers letter this morning. And allso one from Sarah. Tell Martha I say for her 
to leave the letters, I have at home, strictly alone. This meanes you to. 



I guess Dad will answer Mothers letter tonight or tomorrow. 

Is the ?redma any good now, or has she gone to peaces? 

I think you had your nerve alright to take my member ship at the “Y” and have it 
transfered to your name. Well I guess you will just have to get me another one when I get 
home, as I wont have any money then. 

I have been getting some different colored sands to put in a bottle. I got about sixteen 
colors in one bottle. They shifted on me tho. So I will have to fill it up again. May send it to 
you by Dad. 

We are not having any trouble down here with the Mexicans. There is supposed to be 
some smuggling going pretty close to us. I have been acting as scout lately but have not found 
much yet. 

Well will close and try to take some pictures. Give my love to all the folks. 

Your loving brother 
Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Santa Rosa Farm 
Laredo, Tex., 

Feb. 7, ‘17 

Dear Mother, 

Was mighty glad to hear from you this morning. I cant understand why you havent 
heard from us lately. I have written you once or twice & once to Edmund since Dad and I were 
in town. 

I am sorry to say Dad left here today. I guess he will get there next Wensday. Your 
letter this morning made him feel pretty bad becauce you seemed to be dissapointed because he 
was not there for Gasparilla. I think it is a lot better for him, that he was not there. His trip 
seemed to do him quite a bit of good. He gained nine lbs. I hope he has a good trip going 
across. 

Remem.ber we got along pretty good with last Gasp. Even if we did not see much of it. 

So I guess we can get along just as well now that we have a car. Eaven if there isnt any one 
there to run it. I think town is a mighty bad place for an auto during such a time. 1 think Dad’s 
health ammounts to a great deal more than all of the sights you all might see. He will be more 
able to do around more later on. 

I hope you can win the first prize on your jelleys and things at the fair. 

I guess we will get payed off tomorrow or next day. I will send ten of that home. 

It is still pretty doubtfull about us being home verry soon. This German business may 
keep us down here longer. It all depends on what happens in the next week or so. I hope it 
wont make us stay down here any longer. Our time is about up out here, unless we have to stay 
two or three weeks longer waiting for some one to releive us. I had rather stay out here than in 
Laredo. 

There was a Y.M.C.A. man here and gave us a talk on Mexico. He has just gotten back 
from down there and told us the conditions. I think almost all of the boys want to go down there 
to work. The least they pay an American is $5.00 a day. I think I have gotten enough of 
Mexico from this side and will be willing to spend my time at home. Should I ever get back. 


It has been mighty windy and dusty here for the last day or two. I wish we could get a 
little rain. It is generally pretty cold at night. We are having some fine moonlight nights at 
present for guard duty. I wish we could have them all the time. 

How are Martha and E. getting along with their wheels? I hope they are not having any 
punctures yet. I guess they have big times riding to school. Or do they do that verry often? 

We are going to get another clothes issue pretty soon. I think I will draw a pretty big 
one this time. We may not get another one. 

Well I must close and go get my supper. Give my love to all the folks. 

Your loving son 
Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Santa Rosa Farm, 

Laredo, Tex., 

Feb. 9, ‘17 

Dear Mother, 

I expected a letter from you this morning but none arrived. I hope one comes tomorrow. 
How is every thing at home? I hope you are all still well. I guess Dad will be there next 

Wed. 

We have just gotten payed off. And I am sending this $10.00 home to he saved or used 
as you see fit. I am going to try to send some more home next month. 

There does not seem to be any telling when we will get back now. The German trouble 
may keep up for some time yet or we may he sent home pretty soon to guard different forts in 
Fla. 

We are not having anny trouble here. And I don’t think we will have any more. I hope 
not any way. 

We are still having some fine warm weather. I hope the cold spell is over in Tampa. 
How are things going with Gasp? I hope you all got to go to town some to see the .sights. I am 
really glad Dad was not there. He would have felt a lot worse if he had been there to run 
around in all that crowd. 

When does Grandmother [Martha Tavner Dunlap Arnett of Kentucky] leave Tampa? I 
wish she would wait untill I get hack. 

If we just stay put here six weeks, then we only have one week more to stay out here. I 
hope at the end of that time we will leave for home. 

I guess you saw Dad’s letter in the Tribune. I think it is pretty good. I hope it will quiet 
things down in Tampa. 

How is Edmund getting along with his scout work? Tell him 1 am glad he is with the 
scouts and not with the Militia. 

Well guess I had better close. I have another letter to write before night. Give my love 
to all the familey. 

Your loving son 
Arnett 



To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 


Santa Rosa Farm 
Laredo, Tex., 

Feb. 14, ‘17 

Dear Mother, 

Well I hope Dad has arrived by now. As his boat was suppossed to get to Tampa, about 
two o 'clock this afternoon. It is now just a little after 11:00 P.M. I am on guard tonight so you 
see that accounts for my late hours. I will get off in two hours so havent long to wait. 

Both your letters got here today. The one of the 5'^ & the 1 I don V know what is the 
matter with the mail here lately. We are having hard times getting any at all. 

How was Dad feeling when he got in? Had he had a good trip of it? I hope he is still 
feeling well. 

1 guess every thing is rather quiet in Tampa now. From what the papers say, every thing 
was a success. 1 am sorry your jelley did not take any prizes. I expect it was better than any 
thing else they had. I would like mighty well to be there to have some of it to eat any way. 

Well from what 1 can here. It looks like we might be home by June any way. Mabey 

sooner. 

I have had another little spell. My .stomach has been out of order for the last two or 
three days. I am feeling a good deal better now. Am still a little weak because I havent had any 
thing to eat for almost two days. I guess 1 will he all right in a day or two. 

I saw the answer to the letter Dad wrote in the Tribune. Mr. Austin, who ever he is, 
certainly showed his ignorance of Military laws when he answered that peace the way he did. I 
think such people had better keep there mouthes shut untill they learn some thing about Military 
laws. 

Tell Edmund I want him to write to me and tell me all about what he did during the fair, 
and let me know how the scout work is getting along. 

I sure hope I can get in with the Overland people when 1 get back. I guess they will be 
in their new building by then. 

I hope the weather is lots better now. Hope it did not hurt the [fruit] trees and things 
verry much. Just keep on raising chickens, for I think I will be able to eat a good many, if 1 
ever get back. 

Some how 1 don't feel that this German trouble will ammount to verry much. I hope not 
any way. For I am sure anxious to get back and see you all. 

Well had better close and go around to inspect the guard. 

Love to you all. 

Your loving son 
Arnett 


To Mr. E. H. Taylor 

Army & Navy Y.M.C.A. letterhead 

Laredo, Tex., 

Feb. 23, ‘17 

Dear Dad, 

Was mighty glad to hear that you got home all right. 1 hope you are still feeling well. 



How are the rest of the folks feeling? Has Martha gotten well yet? 

I am afraid I cant get one of those goverment lockers. The one that Popham ordered 
just after we got down here, just came. I am going to see if I can get one over at the post. 

I don't know wheat her we mil get another pay day down here. The Capt. told us yester¬ 
day that we would leave here on the 9^. We may get aw’ay before then. I hope we will get away 
by that time. 

All of the Fla. Boys have not gotten in yet. The ones that M>ere way down the line will be 
in eather Sat. or Sun. We start getting our physical examinations Tues. They say they are 
going to have all of the muster papers made up by the time we get to B.P. [Black Point] Then we 
will only be there about ten days. So things look good for us to be in Tampa by the middle of 
April. I don’t think I will be at all sorry to get back. 

Have you heard any thing about the State of Fla. paying all of us $10.00 a month for the 
time we have been there? Some of the other states have done it, so I thought we might get 
something. 

There were several first class privates made today. Everall was the only one out of my 
sqd. I don’t see how he got it and severall others in here did not. 

We had a pretty big day here in Laredo yesterday. 

People were here from all around. 

We have just gotten our electric lights in our tents. Have been having some sand storms 
all morning. Sand is over every thing. 

We sure enjoy the hot water showers. We got in from Santa Rosa the other night about 
eleven oclock. We pitched our tents and had a cup of hot coffee. Then several of us went down 
about one oclock and took a bath. It sure made me feel fine to. We slept next morning till 
about nine. I think I will take another good hath this evening. I have averaged one a day. 

Did the freeze hurt our fruit trees verry much? I hope it did not hurt the peaches any I 
guess I will he there in time for peaches. How did you find the car? 

The pictures I took out at Santa Rosa, I sent to Sarah. Clar??s took out some of the 
negatives to have some printed. 1 have not gotten them yet but as soon as I can I will send them 
on or mabey wait and bring them. Give my love to all the folks. 

Lovingly 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Army & Navy Y.M.C.A. letterhead 

Laredo, Tex., 

Feb. 26, ‘17 

Dear Mother, 

Well you may have fussed all right about me not writing to you while Dad was down 
here. But I think it is about my time to kick now. I have not heard from you since the letter 
telling me Dad had gotten there. I got a letter from Edmund today but he did not say a thing 
about how any of you were getting along. He did not tell me any thing except what he did 
during Gasparilla. 1 don’t know what I would do if it were not for Sarah. She keeps me posted 
as best she can. In fact she really seemes to be more inthusactic about me coming home than 
any of you do. 



We will get away from here by the 9"’ at the latest. From what the captain said this 
evening we may leave here by the 5*. Col. Blanding notified San Antono that he would be 
ready to leave here by this coming Fri. So we may leave at almost any time after the first. We 
cant get away any to soon to suit me. I have all of my sqd. in such condition that we could 
leave here tomorrow. We wont be in Black Point over ten days. So you may start looking for 
me by the first of April. 

By the time this letter reaches you and is read, you may not have time to get an answer 
back to Laredo. So watch the papers and you may be able to address your next letter to B.P. I 
certainly hope so. 

I went to church again yesterday. It is the first time for about two months. Time sure 
passed fast while we were at Santa Rosa. 

All of the companies are in now. The first battilion got in this morning. They marched 
sixty-five miles in two days. They did not have any blanket roles or haversacks, but still that is 
pretty good time. 

I havent seen Paul Jones yet. Will try to get to see him tomorrow. 

I hear that Joe Perkill has gotten home. I guess he was pretty glad to get back. 

The paper says the folks at home are planning to give us a big time when we get back. 1 
hope the state will give us some money like some of the other states have done. 

I don Y know wheather we will get out personal boxes home or not. I am going to try 
mighty hard any way. 

How is Dad feeling now? Is he able to get around and do any work or not? I hope the 
trip cured him. Tell the Overland people to keep my job for me. I could go back to the Caddi- 
lac shop if I want to. The goverment will make them take us back again. I don Y think I care to 
bother them any more. 

Well guess I had better close and write Sarah a letter. I hope she wont have to continue 
to keep me informed for both ofyou. I have never heard yet wLeather you got the $10.00 or 
not. I hope you did. For I don Y have verry many of them to loose. Give my love to all the 
folks. 

Your loving son 
Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 
Army & Navy Y.M.C.A. letterhead 
Laredo, Tex., 

Mar. 4, ‘17 

Dear Mother, 

Why don Y some of you write? Sarah said you were fussing about me not writing to you. 
Yet I havent had a letter from you in two weeks. I cant understand why some of you don Y write. 

Sarah told me Dad had lumbego. I am mighty glad she keeps me informed a little about 
what is happening to you all. I sure am sorry to hear that Dad has been sick. I hope he is much 
better by now. I dont suppose Dad has been able to do any thing since he got back. 

Well I hope it wont be long now before we are back in Tampa. I guess we will get away 
from here by the 9*^ all right. We are going to cut wood for the cars tomorrow. I have been 
packing my personal box today. I think we will be able to bring them with us. I have a good 



many things I want to bring back with me, and it would cost a good deal to ship it. We are 
going to pack our sqd. boxes with some of our personal clothes. We will also have to put some 
ordance property in them. They are supposed to contain ordance stuff only. But capt. said we 
could put some of our clothes in them. 

1 will be mighty glad when I wont have to look out for eight other men. And attend to 
packing their clothes. It sure gets monotenous some times. 

You never have let me know wheather you got the big picture and the ten dollars I sent 
home. I wish you would. I want to get one or two things before I leave, so I don’t think I can 
send any money home this month. I will need a little on the train. 

Have you heard wheather we are going to get any thing from the State or not. I sure 
hope we do. It will help all of us a whole lot. 

I guess we will be in Fla. two weeks from today. If nothing turns up we will be in Tampa 
by the 2(f^ of this month I think. They say we will only be in Black Point about five days. I 
hope that M’ill end our time in this out fit. 

We have been having pretty bad weather here for the last three days. The wind has been 
blowing steadely, and has also been pretty cold. 

We go on guard again tomorrow night. We are the last ones on. The cavalery 
relieves us on Tues. night. I guess this will be our last time on guard. 

I may go to church tonight. I don’t know yet. I have been feeling pretty blue all day, 
and wouldent go this morning. I sure hope I will get a letter from you tomorrow. 

I hope every body is feeling pretty good at home. Give them all my love. 

Your loving son 

Arnett 


To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 
Army & Navy Y.M.C.A. letterhead 
Laredo, Tex., 

Mar. 6, ‘17 

Dear Mother, 

I was mighty glad to hear from you yesterday. Your letter went to Eagle Pass. I don Y 
know what was the trouble. It was addressed all right. 

I hope Dad is much better by now. And also Edmund & M. I want you all to be feeling 
O.K. when I get home. 

I guess we will leave here about noon Friday. We are packing up now. Have gotten the 
M’ood cut for the kitchen. The cook car will be pretty well crowed going home. There will he 
two stoves in the cars and tw’o companies cooking on each stove. I don Y care how crowded we 
are just so we can get back. They say we will be on the train about five days. I guess we can 
stand it that long all right. I hear that we will only be in B.P. about twp days how true that is I 
don Y know. 

I would like mighty well to see Grandmother before she leaves for Ky. I would also like 
to see Margerete & Laurie. So if Grandmother dosent stay in Tampa untill I get there I would 
like mighty well to go over to Eustice to see them all. 


^Arnett’s mother’s mother, Martha Tavner Dunlap Arnett of Woodford Co., Kentucky 



We did our last guard duty last night. It was a verry good night and every thing went 
along verry well. The next guard duty I do I would like mighty well for it to be around the 
chicken cupe at home. I think that will be about as much as I want to do. 

We are going to bring all of our personal boxes home with us all right. I have gotten 
several little things to bring home with me. 

1 am broke again so wont be able to send any thing home this time. I will get a little at 
B.P. tho. For we are going to get one clothes allowance, and as I did not get all of my last 
order. I have a little over $15.00 coming. Well will have to close and get this mailed. Love to 
every body. Guess you had better not write until you hear from me again. 

Your loving son 

Arnett 


No envelope 

Army & Navy Y.M.C.A. letterhead 

On Train 
Mar. 11, ‘17 

Dear Mother, 

I got your letter just before we left Laredo. 1 don’t think you will ever get to write 
another letter to me in that place. 

We have been having some mighty nice weather since we left Laredo. It has been a little 
cloudy but not verry cold. 

We crossed the Mississippi yesterday morning at Vickesburg. We got off there and had 
about an hour in town. We are making better time than we expected to. We left Montgomery 
about four oclock this morning. I guess we will get to B.P. early in the morning. 

This country sure looks good after seeing nothing bt cactus, & mesceat, & sand storms 
for five months. 

We are pretty crowded hut we can stand most any thing as long as we are on our M>ay 

home. 

The fellows have been amusing them selves by writing their names and addresses on 
packages of hard tack and throwing them out the windows to girls as we go through the towns. 
Every place we have gone through there have been a lot of people to see us go through. 

We think that we will leave B.P. about a week from today. That will put us in Tampa 
about the twenth. Oh! But wont I be glad to get back there again. 

I have only taken a few picture. It has been to cloudy to get many. I hope the sun comes 
out by the time we get to Fla. If we get there in the day time. 

We have been eating pretty well considering two companies cooking on the same stove. 
Well I hope we will soon be home now and can get some good old home cooking again. 
Will drop this off at the next place that has a post office. I doubt if you can read any of 
this letter. Love to all the folks 

Your loving son 
Arnett 



To Mrs. E. H. Taylor 

Army & Navy Y.M.C.A. letterhead 

Black Point, Fla. 

Mar. 14, ‘17 

Dear Mother, 

At last we are back in the land of sunshine and flowers. It certainly seemes good to get 
hack here where there is some sure-enough-trees. The air is so much better, we are not 
constantly taking in dust at every breath we take. 

I got your letter yesterday morning all right, and also one from Sarah. I was mighty glad 
to hear from both of you. I was so tired yesterday that I did not write. We were pretty bussey all 
day getting our tents up and getting every thing straight. 

We got off the train here Tues. morning at one oclock. Then had to come over to our old 
camp sight and pitch pup tents. 

Every thing seemes verry natural here. The only change is the noise the airoplanes 
make. There is an aviation school here. I suppose you have heard about it. 

We don’t knoM’yet just when we will leave here. We may leave the last of this week or the 
first of next. This mornings Jax. paper said the goverment would start mustering us out today, it 
should not take but about two days for that. 

I hear that the Jacksonvill people are going to give us an entertainment out here Friday 
night. I was in hopes that we would not he here Fri. night, but I guess we will. 

Every body is washing clothes this morning. I have some I will have to wash some time 
today or tomorrow. 

I sure hope the Doctor will do Dad a lot of good. I would like to know if I am going to 
get my job with the Overland people. 1 sure want to be able to get some kind of a job. Have the 
Overland people gotten their shop finished? 

I took up all of my pict ures but two, which 1 will take here. 

The aroplane is flying around this morning. I would like mighty well to take a ride with 
him. They wont let any out siders go up with them. 

I hope that I will soon be back home, and then all of this letter writing will he over. 

Love to all the familey. 

Your loving son 
Arnett 


You will have missed the diary entries? There were none once he boarded the train for Laredo, 
until... 

Mar. 18 - DIARY 

Got home this morning at 8:15. Every one mighty glad to get back after nine months absence. A 
verry large crowd to met us. 


the end 



